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END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS – FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER 

School will close at 12.30pm on the last day, and will reopen to pupils on Monday 7 January 2019.   

Dear Parent / Carer 
We have come to the end of a long and busy but successful 
term and the whole school community is looking forward to a 
well-earned rest.  

The end of term has seen many events such as the annual 
Christmas Concert and Old Folks Party.  This newsletter will 
highlight the many successes and opportunities our students experience in the 
academy and also those provided by being part of the Co-op Academies Trust. 

Year 11 have worked hard completing their mock examinations and we 
look forward to their results in January.  I am sure they will be very pleasing as 
they conducted themselves very well during the exam season but like all mock 
exams they will identify areas where improvement is needed. 

Our last day will be a Christmas jumper day. Students will wear normal 
uniform but they can choose to come in a Christmas jumper instead of the 
school jumper and blazer. Donations will be £1 and all proceeds will go to our 
charity ‘Just a Drop’. 

I am sure that you would like to join with me in thanking all of the staff and 
governors for their continued hard work and commitment to the students of 
the school during the year.   I would also like to thank parents for their 
support and students for making the term such a good one. 

Whatever your plans I hope you all enjoy a peaceful Christmas and a very 
happy New Year and look forward to seeing all our students return refreshed 
and ready for a new school term with our first day back being Monday 7 
January 2019.                                                        Phill Quirk, Headteacher  

NATIONAL 
ALLIED HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS 
WEEK 
 
On 19th October as part of National Allied 
Health Professionals week, some Health 
and Social Care students across Year 10 
and Year 11 were visited by 5 NHS 
workers from a Community Neuro Team. 
Their roles were a dietician, a speech and 
language therapist, an occupational 
health therapist and a physio-
therapist. These professional health care 

workers came in to explain about their job, how they got into it and what 
qualifications they needed. After a short presentation each of the professions led 
an interactive work shop where the pupils got to see, use and try some of the 
specialised equipment and 
resources that are used to 
help and treat people in day 
to day life. The real life 
application of the equipment 
and the opportunity to 
problem solve situations 
and scenarios really brought 
the careers to life and the 
pupils were engaged and eager 
to learn. Pupils will be able to 
directly apply what they learnt 
this day into their coursework 
when they have to create a 
client who accesses a health 
care service and explain how 
this helps them. 

Our Year 9 and 10 Vocational IT pupils 
entered a competition to create a logo 
for the charity Bright    Future. The 
charity is supported by the Co-op and 
the organisation supports people into 
paid employment who have previously 
been in slavery.   

Our students Daniel Aitken and 
Jamie Brabbins competed against several 
other schools and won the competition. 
Pupils had the opportunity to meet the 
senior Co-op staff including the CEO 
Steve Murrells and the staff from Bright 
Future.   

Their logo design was truly 
appreciated and will be used by the 
charity as their symbol for many years 
to come. Well done for this fantastic 
achievement! 



ATTENDANCE 
Attendance continues to be a big focus.  We have been encouraging students to 
be aware of their attendance to school and also the value of good attendance 
now and for their future.  With your support we hope to continue to improve 
the whole school attendance percentage. 

Congratulations to the 481 students (33%) who have achieved a fantastic 
100% attendance since September.  Certificates and badges will be presented in 
the New Year awards assemblies.   Students with 96% plus continue to receive 
the reward passes to the Mugga (for football) and to the Theatre (chill out space) 
each lunchtime. The “Chicken & Chips Friday” lunchtime reward for students 
attaining 100% for the previous week is still going strong and is enjoyed by 
approximately 1230 students on a weekly basis.  

In the run up to the Christmas holiday, we have enjoyed a variety of daily 
rewards, for example, early break, early lunch, a fabulous Pantomime, Period 5 
surprise rewards and a special gift on the last day.   

The academy is very keen to meet and support students and the families of 
students who, for whatever reason, have difficulty ensuring regular attendance to 
school.  Exceptional circumstances will be taken into consideration for students 
who have had serious illness, operations etc.  We are currently looking at ways 
to support continued learning during long term absence.   The Attendance 
Focused Family Groups have helped many students overcome barriers to 
attending school.  The recent introduction of the return to school meetings 
following absence will continue to raise awareness and help to identify areas of 
further support needed for individuals.  

Attendance will continue to be monitored over the remainder of this 
academic year and regular attendance updates will be given via Progress Charts, 
Parents’ Evenings, phone calls, letters home and parental meetings.  

Please help to support your child’s attendance by trying to make medical 
appointments outside of school hours, as this will affect your child’s attendance 
percentage. 

Thank you for your continued support.  
Mrs. Tracey Merron, Attendance Manager  

 

A successful evening of Gospel Choral music was held at Newman RC College on 
16th November, seeing our pupils joined by five other secondary schools in the 
Oldham Borough, the largest cohort being from Co-op Academy Failsworth.  

The concert, now in its third year sees around two hundred pupils collaborate 
over two days with Gospel musicians from Voice Assembly to prepare a concert of 
famous Gospel inspired songs. A strong emphasis was placed on the importance of 
the lyrics of each song and pupils sang and talked during the workshops about 
cohesion, community and tolerance. 

The concert was well attended and received by an appreciative audience and the 
pupils of all schools, in particular Co-op Academy Failsworth, behaved and 
performed amazingly and represented our school perfectly. Indeed, when the pupils 
were rehearsing the song ‘Shackles’, our pupils found themselves rehearsing and 
leading the song themselves! 

It was great to see our pupils inspire other children and represent the school in 
such a positive way and more music collaboration in the Oldham Borough is planned 
for the future. 

Aim Higher 
Manchester 
introduces 
students to higher 
education 
Over 50 Year 8 pupils participated in 
the Star student game. This is a game 
carried out by Aim Higher Manchester 
that introduces students to university 
and higher education. The game 
included working as a team to win stars 
covering topics such as finances, student 
life, accommodation, courses etc. 
Activities included literacy tasks, 
multiple choice quizzes and general 
concerns about higher education. 
Student engagement was great and 
feedback was positive and most 
students who participated had to 
complete a feedback form and  stated 
that they would now consider higher 
education.   



HOMEWORK PLATFORM CLASSCHARTS 
We have had a successful launch of our homework platform Classcharts.  The teaching 
staff are setting guided independent study to enrich and deepen the understanding of the 
curriculum across all subjects.  Parental codes to access the software have been sent home 
via your child in leaflet format.  If you have still to log in please contact the relevant Year 
team for your code.  Y7 Miss Clapham, Y8 Miss Harris, Y9 Mrs Gordon, Y10 Mrs Beresford, 
Y11 Mrs Conroy or Mr Lowe. 
Some examples of the amazing effort of our students can be seen below 

Leah Bain - Y8  
Outstanding musician and singer. 
Leah has singing lesson in school 
and is a member of the choir. She 

will sing as part of a trio in our 
Christmas Concert and has also 

sung at The Rock in Bury to 
switch on the Christmas lights. 

Leah has gone the extra mile with 
this piece of analysis on Blues 

Music and has extended it now to 
a full project with lots of research 

evident. 

Lana Draper - an excellent piece of 
research on the Hindu Gods in 

preparation for a class presentation. 

Tiana Chadwick - Message in a 
bottle.  Excellent presentation and 

creativity shown. 

Cell Model made by Melissa Carr Y9 
Hand stitched to represent the 

learning in Science. 
Very impressive! 

Amp Tapper (y9) created a poem 
which was to represent what the 
Oldham community means to her. 

The context of this was a topic 
looking at discrimination and 

community cohesion. 



LOVE OF 
BRITISH  
FOOD 
CAMPAIGN 
The Co-op sponsored the Love 
British Food campaign this 
year.  To celebrate Love British 
Food fortnight the whole school 
was invited to donate an item of 
food to this hamper to help the 
students become more aware what 
is grown and produced in 
Britain.  This hamper of food was 
then donated to the Salvation 
Army in Failsworth. 

We also had a competition to 
guess how many British dried peas 
were in a milk bottle.  The winning 
form group won a British breakfast 
food hamper to share during form 
time. 
 

There is a strong 
link between girls 
not attending 
school and period 
poverty.  Period 
poverty is when 
o u r  f e m a l e 
students cannot 
afford sanitary 
protection and so 
this becomes a 
barrier to them 
attending school. 
This campaign is 
now being high-
lighted by many 

different organisations including the Girlguides and 
Always.  Realising this was an issue, the Co-op have now donated 
100's of packs of sanitary products to our academies for our students 
to take home free of charge.  Please let us know if we can support 
your child in this way.  

Just a Drop is the whole school charity we are supporting this year.   We are aiming 
to raise funds for a well to be built at a school in Africa for all the community to 
use.  The students will have the opportunity to see the progress of this project by 
regular updates from the charity and hopefully from the school we are 
supporting.  Mr Quirk has set a challenge for every family group to raise £20 by 
Christmas and for staff to raise £100. 

Following the sad passing of a 
grandparent one of our 
students asked if he could raise 
funds for Cancer Research.  As 
we know that feeling of 
wanting to do something 
positive after a sad loss is very 
strong and we will always 
support our students in any 
way we can through that 
grieving process.  A cake sale 
was held during Breast Cancer 
Awareness month and a 
massive £209 was raised.  This 
was a tremendous success for 
the student and all of his 
friends who helped out on the 
day.  The whole school got 
involved and thoroughly 
enjoyed the cakes on sale.  



It is really important to us at Co-op 
Academy Failsworth that students feel 
safe in school.  Every year during Anti-
bullying week in November students are 
asked to complete a survey to give them 
an opportunity to discreetly let us know if 
they are experiencing bullying.  The 
information we gather is crucial and acted 
upon straight away.  During this week  
anti-bullying awareness is also raised to 
the whole school in assemblies and 
students are reminded they can speak to 
any member of staff in confidence and 
they are not to suffer in silence.  

School Council  
This term we have welcomed many new additions to the School Council. 

The team have done an amazing job in communicating with students and staff to share ideas on how to develop the school 
and make it even better.  

Pupils are working on a School Action Project with Envision. The main objective will be to educate and support students in 
school who suffer from Mental Health.  

The team are being trained to become Buddies and offer tips and advice to students on how to look after themselves.  
The whole school is also getting involved with this and is delivering assemblies, building Mental Health into subject lessons 

and is going to open a pop up stall to offer advice and support. 
Together we aim to support and bridge the gap in Mental Health. 

Seneca learning 
Students and teachers now have free access to Seneca - a revision and homework platform making studying more fun. Seneca 
is an interactive way to learn official course content. Their web app covers 150+ exam board specific courses condensing 
what students need to know for their exams. The software is able to identify gaps in learning. For instance, when you get a 
question wrong, the platform will repeat the topic in different formats and their smart algorithm has proven to make 
students remember topics 2x faster. Seneca is totally free for students, teacher and parents. You can sign up 
via senecalearning.com 

Christmas disco! 
Year 7s and 8s should be getting 
ready for the annual Christmas 
disco where they can dance the 
early afternoon away to some 
holiday hits with our in house DJ   
Mr Graham! We are rewarding our 
students who are consistently 
getting things right and are excited 
to celebrate with them! Well done 
to all the hard workers! 

Glittermas! 
To welcome in the Christmas 
season, our pride club has been 
doing some fundraising for Proud 
Trust to raise awareness of the 
LGBT+ community within school. 
We started with Glittermas where staff and students had 
the option of contributing a pound to get some glitter or 
a rainbow flag. Throughout the first week in December, 

we also sold some in house 
des igned Chri stmas cards , 
Christmas baubles, rainbow sweets, 
bracelets and badges designed by 
students. It was a very successful 
week with earnings of over £500  – 
well done Pride club! 



In July, we took 40 pupils for our annual trip abroad this time 
to Paris. We had a great time visiting some of the famous sights 
and are looking forward to our upcoming trips to Madrid in 
February and Barcelona in July. 

Since September, we have been busy again in the 
Languages Department. We celebrated European Day of 
Languages with various activities including a French 
breakfast and a Eurochef competition. The competition 
was as successful as always and the pupils really 
impressed us with their cooking skills. 

We have also launched a Twitter 
account so make sure you follow 
us to find out some of the latest 
news on Failsworthlanguages@ 
coop. Some pupils enjoyed 
taking photos in our photo 
booth on open evening as did 
some teachers! 

We have been very excited this year to offer Mandarin as one 
of the languages you can study at our school. This is an 
amazing opportunity for our pupils. It is currently available for 

study in Year 7 
and some Year 8 
classes and is also 
offered as an after 
school club for all 
pupils who would 
like to try it. In 
October, Mrs 
Fayomi visited 
China to make 
some contacts 
with a partner 
school and visited 
some amazing 
sights. We are 
now partnered 
with Datong Foreign Languages School and they are planning a visit to our school in 
February. We are aiming to take some pupils to China in February 2020 so keep a 
look out for more information.  



The latest cohort of girls have now completed the KOGS project. KOGS is Keeping 
Our Girls Safe, who are a charity based in Oldham who have been working with our 
school for the past three years. This is an art based project where they learn about          
e-safety, positive relationships and how to keep safe. On completion the girls are 
presented with a certificate from the Arts Council England. The project also includes 
a trip to Gallery Oldham where the girls have to choose a piece of art they like and 
either write or record a video of why they like it. This is a very worthwhile course 
and we really appreciate the support given to us by KOGS. 

SCIENCE 
CLUB 

During science club this term, we 
have been focusing on many different 
activities which are associated with 
the wider world. A session we carried 
out was parachutes. The pupils 
enjoyed making these. The end 
products weren't amazing but they 
were very inquisitive in regards to the 
science behind it. 

Another session was making soap. 
The pupils enjoyed this as they had 
the freedom to experiment with 
many different scents. As it was a 
Halloween treat, they made some 
very funky colours.  

Recently, we created a song using 
instruments which they had made 
themselves. This was fun as the pupils 
could display their 'amazing' singing 
talents along with their beautiful 
instruments.  

This week, 
we took science 
club to space! 
They are 
currently in the 
process of 
modelling the 
planets (and the 
Sun). Our own 
bespoke science 
decorations for the science corridor! 

KOGS PROJECT 

Christmas Concerts! 

The Expressive Arts team has had a very exciting penultimate 
week of the winter term. The team put on two fantastic concerts, 
one on the evening of Wednesday 12th December for the general 
public and one for our local care homes who visited the school on 
Thursday 13th December. 
The concert itself had performances from our Drama Group 
directed by Miss McMinn and Mr Roberts, performing a hilarious 

version of The Grinch and there were 
musical performances from the acoustic 
guitar group, rock bands, choir, wind band 
and pop orchestra. There was also a section 
of chamber music including our new string 
group and several outstanding soloists who 
gave the audience a wonderful feast of 
sound! 

The programme was a lovely mix of 
Christmas Music but also a wide range of other music to suit all ages and tastes 
and the Wednesday evening concert was superbly attended raising over £800 for 
the Just a Drop Charity. Audience members were treated to free, festive 
refreshments on what was a very cold Wednesday evening. A near packed 
audience was full of praise for our students who just love performing. 

On the Thursday our local care home members were once again treated to 
music, drama and waited table service in a cabaret style plus a repeat performance 
of the Wednesday evening concert. They also had a lovely time and appreciated 
what Co-op Academy Failsworth had to offer! 
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HOLIDAY AND TERM TIMES  

Year 7  
football team  
Won 3 out of 3 to start their season. 
Failsworth 8 - Hathershaw 0 - 8 
Failsworth 
Failsworth 4 - 2 Radclyffe 
Man of the match was Evan Lloyd – 
Outstanding application, scoring the goal to 
take us into the lead. 
Failsworth 3 - 1 Oasis Academy 
Man of the match was Daeshon Lawrence – 
Made runs, tracked back and worked 
extremely hard for the team, rewarded with 
a goal. 

Year 7B tournament 
A selection of Year 7 boys represented the school in a 7            
a-side tournament at Crompton House playing against other 
schools in Oldham.  We won our group and progressed to 
the semi-finals, drawing 0-0 against Waterhead, but then 
going on to win Penalties – Nathan McCormack was the 
hero with a vital penalty save. 

The final was against Newman RC – it was nail biting with 
end to end action. Again, this finished 0-0 and penalties 
would decide our fate. The boys held their nerve and ran 
out 2-1 winners with Reuban Barclay Thomas scoring the 
winner. Scenes of jubilation as the lads proudly collected 
their trophy and medals!  

Player of the Tournament -  Jayden Brooks 


