
END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS – FRIDAY 19 JULY 

School will close at 12.30pm. on the last day in order for staff to say goodbye to colleagues who are 
leaving us.  The day will run as follows: 

Family Time    8.35 –      8.40 
Period 1    8.40  –     9.25 
Break                9.25 –    9.40 
Period 2          9.40 –  10.25 
Period 3             10.25  –  11.15 
Lunch 11.15  –  11.45 
Period 4  11.45  –  12.30 

School will reopen to pupils 
 on Tuesday 3 September 2019 

Year 7 to arrive at 8.15-8.35 am.   
Year 8 and 9 to arrive at 11.15 am. 

Year 10 and 11 to arrive at 12.15 pm. 
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Dear Parent / Carer 
As we approach the end of another school year, I 
would like to thank you for your continued support 
of the Academy. We feel this year we have really 
moved forward again and we are confident that this 
will be the case next year. It has been good to 
receive so many positive comments from parents, 
carers and the local and wider community.  
This year, with your support, we have raised thousands of pounds 
for our nominated charity ‘Just a Drop’ and I would really like to 
thank the students who have done a brilliant job engaging in this 
work.  Our total raised is by far the greatest amount amongst all 
Trust Academies.  
We wish all the very best to staff leaving us and thank them for 
their commitment to the Academy and their focus on making sure 
your children have the very best education. We also wish our Year 
11 pupils all the very best for a successful future. 
Could I also ask that parents/carers take a little time towards the 
end of the break to check that uniform and school equipment are 
all as they should be – that would make a huge difference to both 
students and staff on our return in September. 
I would like to wish you all an enjoyable and safe summer holiday 
and we look forward to welcoming all students back into the 
Academy on Tuesday 3rd September.  -  Phill Quirk, Headteacher  

Music to be proud of! 
Oldham Music Festival 
Musicians at the Academy have had an extremely successful term 
with two performances in the space of a week. First up was the 
annual performance at Oldham Music Festival, once again held at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall. The Academy was represented by five groups, 
Wind Band, Choir, two rocks bands and a large acoustic guitar group 
and for the first time ever a wider opportunities whole class clarinet 
group. There was also a solo spot by Year 11 student singer- 
songwriter Dylan Murphy. 
The performances left the adjudicator Keith Allen spellbound and 
comments received were outstanding. The other school pupils and 
audience members all enjoyed what our pupils had to offer. Our 

pupils represented the 
school in a professional 
manner and were a credit 
throughout. 
News came in fast that   
Co-op Academy Failsworth 
had picked up two 
prestigious awards, the 
Choir and Ethan Seal 
winning the Festival’s most 
memorable performance 

award (for the second year running) and Dylan Murphy won the 
outstanding composition award; a prize we have never won before.  



ParentPay - our new online payment service 
 
We are pleased to announce that from September 2019 we will be accepting payments online for items such as dinner 
money, school trips and music tuition.  Using a secure website called ParentPay you will be able to pay online using your 
credit or debit card or continue to make cash payments at PayPoint stores.  ParentPay will be our preferred method of 
making payments to school. 
 
What are the benefits to parents and pupils? 
 
ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you the freedom to make online payments whenever and wherever you like, 24/7  
The technology used is of the highest internet security available ensuring that your money will reach school safely – offer-

ing you peace of mind 
Payments can be made by credit/debit card or cash payments at one of 33,000 PayPoint stores 
full payment histories and statements are available to you securely online at anytime 
Your children will not have to worry about losing money at school 
Parents can choose to be alerted when their balances are low via email and/or SMS text  
 
What are the benefits to our school? 
 
The more parents that use ParentPay, the greater the benefit is to our school.   
 
You can help us reduce workloads for all staff, creating more time to lend to educational support and the smooth running 
of the school.   
 
Using ParentPay also ensures that all financial transactions are safe and secure - helping us to remove costs associated 
with us having to manage cash securely on the school premises. 
 
 
How to get started with ParentPay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will shortly be sending you your account activation details, just follow the instructions in the letter we 
give you to get started with ParentPay. 
 
If you want to find out more about ParentPay go to:  
 
https://www.parentpay.com/parents/ 

The week after the Oldham Music Festival saw the same 
students and more perform for a brilliant charity fundraising 
concert in aid of the ‘Just a Drop’ Charity. 
The evening saw not only our music students helping to raise 
money, but students from the Citizenship Department too. 
They raised lots of money by making special refreshments for 
the audience, a tombola and wonderful raffle which saw them 
alone raise around £800. 
From a musical perspective, our pupils were on top form. 
The first half was packed with quality. There were solo 
features from Nathan Thompson, Maddison Peacock and 
Ethan Seal (Voice), Thomas Davidson (guitar.) There were 
impressive group performances from Year 9 rock band with 
Harrison Lord, William Hirst-Whyatt, Brandon Egan, Ciaran 
Stansfield and a very large acoustic guitar group who were 
outstanding right through their set.  
The second half took on a collaborative feel featuring our 
prize winning choir, wind Band and another rock band from 

School Summer Concert 
Year 9. There were vocal soloists in abundance including a duet 
by Kayla Hilton and Leah Bain, a trio featuring Abigail 
D’Agostina-Hatton, Alana Hardman and Isabella Kelly and a 
quartet with Maddison Fulton, Madison Peacock, Lottie 
Cunningham and Phoebe Allen. A large part of the choir set 
also including our rock band which provided wonderful 
backdrops to the songs ‘Let it Be’ and ‘We are the Champions’. 
Not to be outdone, our Wind Band then reeled of an exciting 
large scale medley of Queen songs including ‘Bohemian 
Rhadsody’, featuring James Watling on keys and Arren Mitchel-
Kew on Flute, ‘We will Rock You’ and ‘Another One Bites the 
Dust.’ 
After a warm vote of thanks from Headteacher Mr Quirk, the 
performance was concluded with a massed version of ‘Summer 
of 69’ which sent the audience away in a jubilant fashion. 
The Expressive Arts team look forward to                 
Christmas 2019 where there will be something very exciting in 
the offering! 



Attendance 
 
The drive to keep attendance high has been consistent throughout this academic year, after all, if a student is absent from 
school, they may struggle to reach their potential.   
The introduction of return to school interviews proved successful over the winter months, helping to identify and support the 
needs of students returning to school following an absence and again over this last half term for Year 7 and 8.  The academy is 
very keen to meet and support students and the families of students who, for whatever reason, have difficulty ensuring regular 
attendance to school.  Exceptional circumstances will be taken into consideration for students who have had serious illness, 
operations etc.   
There has been a significant increase of students missing education due to unauthorised holidays resulting in missed learning 
and potential financial penalty.  All requests to take a student out of school during term time for a family holiday must be in 
writing to the Headteacher.  It is the Headteacher’s decision whether the holiday can be authorised due to exceptional 
circumstances.  
Attendance based rewards have been earned and awarded to students throughout the year including: lunchtime passes to the 
Theatre (chill out space), access to the Mugga (for football), early lunch “chicken and chips” on Fridays for 100% attendance  
for the previous week along with High Street vouchers, JD Sports, cinema, Nando’s  etc. along with many other end of term 
rewards.    
Congratulations to the 890 students (61% of the students) have met the target of 96+% attendance during this academic year. 
171 of these students have achieved 100% and should be commended for their dedication to learning.  
Attendance and punctuality will continue to be a focus as we go into the next academic year.  Regular attendance updates will 
be given via Progress Charts, Parents’ Evenings, phone calls, letters home and parental meetings.  
Please help to support your child’s attendance by trying to make medical appointments outside of school hours, as this will 
affect your child’s attendance percentage. 
Thank you for your continued support throughout this academic year.  
 

Mrs. Tracey Merron, Attendance Manager  

Much Improved Attendance 
 
Ashton Blockley, Charlie Wood, Kirsty Roberts, Steven Ratcliffe and 
Sophie Fieldhouse from Year 7 and 8 were invited to Angel Square by Ian 
Burchett, the Education Director for the Co-op Academies Trust, for 
their much improved attendance.  Mr Burchett gave the students a tour 
of the Co-op Head Office at Angel Square learning about the history of 
the Co-op and the Co-operative movement. Mr. Burchett spoke to the 
students about future careers and what is involved in running the Co-op 
business.  The students were then treated to lunch in the 
restaurant where they had chance to sit and chat with Frank Norris the 
CEO of the Co-op Academies Trust.    

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
DEPARTMENT 

It has been a busy term for the Languages department 
with lots of exciting things happening. Firstly, we want to 
say congratulations to our language leaders in Year 10. 
The language leaders have recently been to Propps Hall 
primary school and taught the pupils in Year 5 a Spanish 
lesson and a French lesson.  The lessons took a long 
while to prepare but they were certainly worth the wait! 
All of the Year 5 pupils loved learning from our Year 10 
pupils who found it to be a rewarding experience too. 
We certainly have some budding teachers and linguists 
amongst us. We are hoping to have the same success 
with a new group of language leaders next year so see 
your teacher if you want to get involved! 



Spelling Bee Competition 
This year we have also been working on our spelling in languages in Year 7. Having had some fantastic results in class 
we held semi-finals and quarter-finals to find the Year 7 MFL Spelling  Bee champions.  We managed to whittle it down 
to a couple of pupils who will be attending the Spelling Bee Final and compete with pupils from other schools.  

A DAY AT MMU 
In the Languages department it is part of our 
vision to raise aspirations and offer pupils 
experiences to learn outside the classroom. 
This term, Year 7 have been for a taster day 
at Manchester Metropolitan University, 
where they learned new languages and took 
part in an Arabic dance lesson. They     
learned about many English words which 
come from Arabic, and also tried to     
master Arabic.  Our pupils also showed off 
their knowledge in a Chinese lesson, and 
really shone in the Arabic dance 
session. Languages can open so many 
unexpected opportunities, this was a fun 
experience.  

Twitter -  
Failsworthlangua

ges@coop 
Don’t forget to follow us on 
Twitter to keep updated on 

what is going on in 
Languages. We are heading 
off to Barcelona before the 
summer holidays so you will 
be able to see what we get 

up to on there and look  
out for trips coming  

next year! 



The science fair which took place on 
Monday 29 April was a huge success.  
All students involved impressed both 
teachers and parents alike. Students 
were given 6 weeks to create a 
science project that interested them 
and the response was phenomenal. 
We had amazing projects from DNA 
to dark matter. Choosing winners 
was very difficult as the calibre was 
very high. Well done to all students 
and we hope for more genius projects 
next year.' 

20 Year 10 students who are currently on their work experience week at the Co-op went on a trip to Huntapac in Preston who 
produce vegetables for lots of supermarkets including the Co-op. The idea was for the students to see the process of the veg 
being picked in the field then prepared and packed for supply to the retailers. 

Throughout the whole day the students were absolutely amazing. They were interested and enthusiastic and asking intelligent 
questions. They were picking and eating the fresh, raw veg in the field then got 
involved in making some dishes with the veg and finally a tour of the factory. 

All the staff involved in the trip both from 
the Co-op and the farm were really 
complimentary about the behaviour of the 
students, they were an absolute credit to 
the school. 

Science Fair  



STUDENTS UNDERSTAND VALUES 
To help the Year 7 students understand how to put the Co-op values and 
behaviours into action we launched a Co-op Values competition. The 

students had to produce 
a storyboard based on 
one of the 4 school 
values of  'Do What 
Matters Most', Be 
Yourself Always', 'Show 
You Care' and 
'Succeed Together'    
The winner with the best 
storyboard received £25 
of Co-op vouchers. 
2nd prize was £15 of Co-
op vouchers and 3rd prize 
was £10 of Co-op 

vouchers.  Our students put a huge amount of effort into their 
storyboards showing they had a great deal of empathy for others and 
genuinely care about people.   

Fairtrade 
Fortnight is 
always great 
fun in 
school.  This 
event also 
educates 
our students 
about the 
ethics of 
Fairtrade, 
what it is 
and why it is 
important.  

If you would like to know more about 
Fairtrade type in ‘Unwrapping the Bar’ 
into YouTube to watch a short film.  

The Gambian Trust 

The donations made by Co-op Academy Failsworth last year were featured on their website.  It is fantastic to see the 
students in the Gambia making good use of the old branded Failsworth School sports kit.   We continue to support this 
project by sending any old resources that are no longer part of the curriculum over to the schools in the Gambia.  An 
example of ‘Show You Care’ in action. 



North Manchester Trefoil Guild—Community Event 
 
15 members of the Trefoil Guild North Manchester, enjoyed an evening of clay hosted by Coop Academy Failsworth lead by  
Ani Adams and facilitated by Jim Ryan. 
The group were celebrating the 75th anniversary of the National Trefoil Guild group by making Trefoil clay pots. The guild was 
set up in 1943 by a group of old Guides who wanted to maintain the ethos of Guiding, keeping the Guide promise, supporting 
units, and helping in the community by raising funds for charity. 
Much fun was had creating the masterpieces shown in this article and another 
evening organized to glaze their pots. The Rainbows joined in with the leaders 
to have their first clay experience. 

Members of the Guiding guild returned to glaze their 
pots. They thoroughly enjoyed the new experience and 
gained new skills to cascade down to the rest of the 
organization. A very productive evening with 
spectacular outcomes shown below.   

Glazed 
ceramic pieces 
– created by 
the members 
of the Guiding 
Guild 
April 2019 
Mrs Adams 



CO-OP AGM MAY 2019 

Mr Quirk was accompanied by 
Ella Clarke and Chloe     
Potter, two Year 10 students, 
to this year’s Co-op AGM to 
speak to Co-op members 
about the benefits of    
attending a Co-op Academy.  
The Co-op members were 
really interested in the work 
the Academy was doing.  Ella 
and Chloe proved to be 
outstanding ambassadors for 
the academy. 

DANCE WORKSHOP 
On 23rd and 24th April Company Chameleon delivered a dance workshop to Year 10 
dancers based around the Co-op Values. Failsworth were given the value of “Be 
yourself always” The girls worked really hard with the professional dancers over the 
two days to develop choreography around this value.  
On Saturday 18th May the girls attended Company Chameleon’s studio for a 4 hour 
rehearsal. The work of 4 other Co-op Academies were shared and all students worked 
together on the day to develop a flash mob performance piece.  
On Monday 20th May the girls attended Angel Square and performed in a multi 
academy performance prior to the Chief Executive Steve Murrells addressing his staff regarding  the AGM.  
The girls were a credit to the Academy and produced some high quality performances. It has been a pleasure working 
collaboratively with other schools in the Co-op family and a great experience for Failsworth students to work with Kevin Turner 
from Company Chameleon.  
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