
 
 
 
 

HEADTEACHER HEADLINES OCTOBER 2020 
 
Positive Covid Tests and Closures 
 
I wanted to take the opportunity to explain and outline our approach to confirmed positive Covid 
cases.  At the time of writing we have had three positive cases in the Academy resulting in 2 Year 
groups being sent home.  Other schools in the surrounding area appear to have had more cases, 
however have not on some occasions sent a whole year group home and made the decision to send 
parts of a year group home instead. 
 
Due to the unique nature of the first two cases and circumstances around them the Department for 
Education instructed me to send the entire year group home. I am sorry but I cannot share any 
further details on this.  I can assure you that if I was able to look at sending some of the year group 
home rather than all I would. The third case has allowed me to take this approach.  We have seating 
plans in place for every class but in this instance, they were not useful or relevant. The Department 
for Education examine the facts around each case and make a bespoke decision. If we get another 
incident I am hoping we will only need to send part of the year group home. Some other local 
schools have had different advice but they have had repeat cases in the same year group. In this 
circumstance I can only do as I am instructed by the Department for Education. 
 
Work to be completed at home 
 
Whenever we send students home due to Covid we need students to complete home learning for a 
fixed period. 
 
In terms of learning continuity, a work pack is issued to ensure no learning time is lost from Day 1. 
We then set work based on the point students are up to on Google Classroom. We will be issuing a 
mixture of ‘Loom lessons’, which are recorded by the teacher, and other online work. Teachers will 
be on their Google Classroom at the allocated lesson time to monitor work and receive messages.    
 
I appreciate this is really difficult and we have had a really good start back with great attendance so 
it is upsetting to have to send so many home. We will keep reviewing our systems but I must follow 
Department for Education advice. 
 
Students self-isolating at home 
 
Can I please remind all parents that any students sent home to self-isolate due to a positive test case 
must stay inside as per government guidance, which is now supported by a fine for non compliance. 
 
 


