
 

 

 

24th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
INSET Day Friday 29th January 
I am writing to remind you that Friday 29th January is INSET day, as highlighted in published term 
dates for the academic year.  
 
Home Learning on 29th January 
Just to remind parents that we will not be setting any home learning on Friday 29th January. In 
addition, we will not be monitoring Google Classroom as this is planned school closure day. Students 
can continue to work through the home learning set for each of their subject areas, however staff 
will not be available to monitor, feedback and support on this day. Home learning will commence as 
normal on Monday 1st February.  
 
Students who have taken up the offer of a school place during lockdown- 29th January  
For those students who have taken up the offer of a school place and have been attending the 
academy during lockdown, the academy will be closed to them on Friday 29th January due to the 
planned INSET day. These students will return to the academy on Monday 1st February.  
 
Our expectations of home learning 
We have written to parents and carers previously explaining our expectations of home learning; here 
is a reminder of what your son/daughter needs to do whilst learning from home: 

● Students must continue their learning at home during the period of lockdown. 
● We expect our students to follow their normal timetable and carry out 5 hours of home 

learning each day. Following a familiar routine and having a structure to the day helps support 
mental health and well-being. 

● All assignments are set in Google Classroom and must be completed each day. 
● All completed assignments must be 'turned in' or submitted in Google Classroom. 
● We understand that some of our students may need to work flexibly, studying and learning in 

the evenings instead, this is absolutely fine as we know all circumstances are different. We will 
just need to know how and when your child is learning at home. 

If your child has not logged on to Google Classroom or we have concerns around lack of engagement 
with home learning, a member of staff will make contact with parents to support and help resolve any 
issues you may be experiencing. You will receive a text message weekly asking if you child is ‘safe, well 
and working’. All parents/carers need to respond with student name and year group.  

How we are supporting your child with their learning 
We understand the disruption that COVID-19 is causing to many of our lives. Learning from home can 
present challenges and will never be a substitute for the excellent quality of education that our 



students receive when attending the academy as normal. Whilst at home it is essential that students 
engage with and complete the remote learning set so they can continue their learning on their 
eventual return to the Academy.  

● All lessons and assignments have been adapted to suit home learning.  
● To support students in their studies many lessons will be ‘Loomed’. These are pre-recorded 

lessons that would normally be taking place in the academy that include class teachers talking 
students through each section of the lesson as well providing instructions and guidance 
throughout.  

● We also make use of educational video clips from online platforms such as BBC Bitesize, Oak 
National Academy, and Seneca Learning to support our students' understanding.   

● The class teacher will be logged into Google Classroom during the normal timetabled period 
to support, answer questions and 'live tutor' students within the class. They can post any 
questions, submit their work for feedback, requesting explanations and additional support 
materials and resources. Teachers will feedback weekly on the work submitted.  

 
Updates to Remote Learning Provision 

● From Monday 18th January we introduced ‘live introductions’ to a proportion of lessons. This 
is a brief introduction by the class teacher to the lesson and the learning expectations. I must 
stress this is not a full lesson.  

● Students are required to complete the home learning assignment posted in the classroom 
independently once the introduction has been completed.  

● Once the introduction has finished, the teacher will remain in the classroom throughout 
answering any questions as we have done previously, using the chat and message function. 

● We will be using the Google Meets function that is built into Google Classroom to facilitate 
this. 

● These are live video streams between students and teachers. 
● The meetings are recorded for safeguarding purposes.  

 
We have taken into account safeguarding considerations to ensure this is a safe environment for 
both students and teachers.  
 
 
Code of Conduct and Expectations of Behaviour within Live Introductions 
If you child chooses to access the live introduction, where available, to support their learning, 
behaviour and expectations around conduct will be priority. Here is some guidance outlining our 
expectations: 

● If your child joins the live introduction session they must have their camera and microphone 
switched off. 

● If they show any poor or inappropriate behaviour they will be removed from the meeting 
and will lose the opportunity to participate in the future. This information will be logged by 
the class teacher and then reported to the Head of Year. You will be contacted by a member 
of the team if this occurs to notify you of any behaviour or conduct concerns.  

● Under no circumstances must they take screenshots of the live introduction or record the 
meeting in any way. 

● If they do not have speakers attached to their PC/laptop they will need headphones. 
● They will be asked to listen carefully to the teacher instructions and not interrupt. They can 

raise any questions in the chat function which the teacher will address once the live intro has 
finished.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
● Students will not be able to join any meetings until the timetabled lesson is about to begin 

and the teacher has logged into the meeting. 
● They will not be able to re-join the meeting once it has finished. 
● For safeguarding purposes we will record any live introductions. 
● Parents may listen but must not interrupt or ask any questions during the live session. If you 

have a question or query please contact the relevant head of year.  
 
 
If you need technical support accessing Google Classroom please go to the academy website where 
you will find all the necessary advice and guidance  
https://failsworth.coopacademies.co.uk 
 
The home learning department will be on hand to provide any support you may need: passwords, 
log-in details, lack of IT facilities and help with providing a laptop. You can contact them directly by 
emailing: homelearningteam@coopfailsworth.co.uk or by calling 0161 688 3900 and dialling 
extension 5204 / 5208 / 5210 
 
I would like to thank parents and carers for their support during this very difficult time and to 
congratulate students on their fantastic efforts in their learning at home.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Phill Quirk 
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


