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Dear Parent / Carer
As we approach the end of the Academy
year I wanted to write to express my thanks
for your continued support for the Academy.
At the start of the year we had a seamless transition to
join the Co-op Academies Trust, and a successful end of
year.
I hope you find this end of year newsletter gives you a
flavour of the many highlights our students experience
here at Co-op Academy Failsworth. We are very proud of
our offer and we are delighted to be part of the Co-op
Academies Trust
Finally, can I wish you a good summer and we look
forward to welcoming all students back into the Academy
on Tuesday 4th September.
Phill Quirk, Headteacher

The Co-op Academies Trust, is one
of the top academy chains in
England, according to a new
independent study.
The report by the Education
Policy Institute (EPI) compares the
performance of more than 200 multi
academy trusts and all local
authorities and shows that the
Co-op Trust, which operates 12
academies in the Leeds, Greater
Manchester and Stoke-on-Trent
areas, is 26th in a league table of 218.
The EPI research looks at both
the current performance and rate of
improvement of groups of schools,
in order to establish the relative

impact of different chains and local
authorities.
To ensure that comparisons
between groups of schools are fair, EPI
researchers have used a contextual
measure of performance, which seeks
to adjust for the different progress and
outcomes of pupils with different
characteristics.
This makes sure that what is
measured is the impact of school
quality, rather than the characteristics
of school admissions.
Frank Norris, the Director of the
Co-op Academies Trust said: “This
highly-respected, independent report
reflects what we already knew - that
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our academies offer our students a
great education.
“Whilst the authors take into
consideration exam results they also
measure other important aspects
that ensure students receive an allround education that prepares them
for their future.
“It is also very satisfying to know
that our trust performs better than
almost 90 per cent of all academies
and local authorities even though
many others operate in more affluent
and privileged areas.
The EPI report can found here
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/
performance-academy-local-authorities-2017/

Year 10 Stock Market Challenge
Five Year 10 Business students were invited to The
University of Manchester (together with HSBC) for a Stock
Market Challenge. Students had to buy and sell shares on
the Stock Market and the winners were those who made
the most profit. Students who attended were Payton Anderson, Dean Hall, Callum Penney,
Aimee Richards and Jacob Smith. They did not win but they were really engaged, used their
numeracy skills and communicated effectively. They said this experience had given them a
better insight of how the stock market works. Well done to all those involved.

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS – FRIDAY 20 JULY
School will close at 12.30pm. on the last day in order for staff to say goodbye to colleagues who are leaving
us. The day will run as follows:
Registration
Lesson 1
Break
Lesson 2
Lunch
Lesson 3

8.35
8.40
9.40
10.00
11.00
11.30

–
–
–
–
–
–

8.40
9.40
10.00
11.00
11.30
12.30

School will reopen to pupils
on Tuesday 4 September 2018
Year 7 to arrive 8.15-8.35am.
Year 8-11 to arrive at 11.30am.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance has been a major focus throughout this academic year. Our mission has been to work alongside teaching staff,
parent/carers and students to raise the awareness of the importance of regular attendance to school. The introduction in May
2018 of the Attendance Focused Registration Groups has proven positive. Over half the students in these groups have
achieved an increase in their overall attendance percentage and, as agreed, these students will now move back into their
original registration groups, enabling other identified students to move into the Focus Groups for attendance support in the
new academic year.
All students are now aware of their own attendance percentage, their end of year target and the impact good attendance
can have on achieving their full potential.
The Governors Attendance Panel met with a number of students in April and June to discuss attendance concerns and how
we might work together to overcome some of the barriers preventing regular attendance to school. We will continue to
invite parents and students to meet with the Governors during the next academic year.
We will be introducing return to school interviews following any absence(s) from September 2018. These meetings will
help to ensure the well-being of the students and to identify where support may be required.
Students have continued to enjoy the early “Chicken & Chips” lunch on Fridays if they have achieved 100% the previous
week. Also, lunchtime passes to the Muga and the theatre continue to be a good incentive to the students to achieve 96+% in
any given half term.
The year groups have also promoted good attendance within their half termly rewards. These have included cinema
vouchers / shopping vouchers / pizza lunches.
Please can I encourage all parents/carers to continue to support your child’s attendance by, where possible, making any
medical appointments outside of school hours. Any absence will affect their attendance percentage and result in loss of
learning.
A reminder that holiday applications during term time will not be authorised unless exceptional circumstances are
submitted and accepted by the Headteacher.
Thank you for your continued support during this academic year.
Mrs. Tracey Merron, Attendance Manager

Lots has been happening this year within the languages department. We began the
year in September celebrating European Day of Languages and holding our annual
Eurochef competition where pupils really impressed us with some outstanding
European dishes.
We then had our annual trip to the Christmas markets where pupils were able
to sample food from different countries and soak up the atmosphere. There have
been trips to the cinema to watch foreign language films and last month we took a
group of year 7 pupils to Manchester Metropolitan University where they were
able to try a different language and have a tour of the university.

We would also like to give a big shout out to our language leaders this year, Lily Burch, Payton Anderson, Darcy Winrow, Ellie
Robinson, James Staveley, Callum Penney, Lucas Finlay and Jack Edmonds in year 10. They have helped to plan and to deliver
lessons for some primary school pupils and have been a credit to the school.

We are excited to announce that we have a Mandarin teacher starting in our department in September. Most pupils in years 7 and
8 will have the opportunity to try some Mandarin and there will be lots of opportunities to learn more about the Chinese culture
and get involved in different activities. Older years will also be able to try Mandarin should they wish to in an after school club.
Mrs Fayomi will be going to China in October to visit some partner schools and will be looking forward to launching a pupil trip
to China the following year so keep a look out!

MUSICIANS SHOW THEY CARE!
Our Music department has been
extremely busy this term with two high
profile engagements which have
certainly raised the profile of the school
both locally and nationally.
Back in June, the Choir, Acoustic
Guitar Group, Year 8 Rock Band and
the Pop Orchestra represented the
school at The Oldham School’s Music
Festival. Outstanding comments and
adjudicator remarks were received and
the Choir picked up the Most
Memorable Performance of the Week
Award, which we are very proud of.
After the Pop Orchestra performance,
which included a full rhythm section,
wind band and many singer soloists, the
packed audience gave our school a
standing ovation which was very
pleasing indeed.
On the 12th July, the school hosted a
wonderful summer charity concert
raising money for the We Love
Manchester Emergency Fund. The

concert was entitled the Show You
Care concert.
Many of the school’s musicians
performed including many numbers
from the famous One Love Concert
broadcast last year from Old Trafford
Cricket Ground.
We were fortunate
to have welcomed
Michaela Masterton
(As Ariana Grande)
for the evening
who
gave
outstanding
performances with
the band and choir.
There
were
solo spots for Key
Stage 4 musicians including Dylan
Murphy,
Ellis
McGhee,
Shannon
Donnelly, Harrison Lanewright and
ensemble spots for our acoustic guitars,
rock band and pop orchestra. The
second half featured many massed pop

items, which had a very Mancunian
theme, just like the One Love Concert.
There was a huge raffle with many
star prizes and an amazing array of
refreshments all organised by the
school’s Citizenship students and
teaching staff. Pupils organised a huge
raffle with donations and prizes given
locally and further afield.
It was a truly inspiring night with a
huge grand total of monies still being
counted!
Money can still be donated to the
charity via www.justgiving.com Please
go on to the website and search for the
Show You Care Concert where you
can donate via paypal or debit/credit
card.

Teen Tech
Year 8 took part in an event run by Teen Tech. Teen Tech helps young teenagers
see the wide range of career possibilities in Science, Engineering and Technology.
The day was led by Teen Tech
event developer Anna Sheard
and Scientist and TV presenter
Dallas Campbell. Dallas started
the day by engaging pupils in
scientific
and
technology
advances, he also discussed
career paths. Students took
part in working collaboratively
to generate innovative ideas
for useable technology of the
future. Each group had the
opportunity to present their
amazing ideas to their peers
and also to try and impress
judge Dallas. The day was
wrapped up celebrating the
ideas of our students and £15
iTunes
vouchers
were
awarded to the winning
groups.

Year 7 Kingswood trip
On Friday 29th June Mrs Reedy, Miss
Worth, Miss Kilby, Miss Qureshi, Mrs
Mcmanus, Miss Dent, Miss Hannon &
Dr Stackhouse took 66 year 7 pupils for
a weekend of adventures to Kingswood
Colomendy in hot, sunny Wales. Pupils
had the opportunity to participate in:
archery, caving, abseiling, orienteering,
leap of faith, problem solving as a team
on the low ropes and the teachers
favourite nightline where students had
to use their senses to walk around an
obstacle course in blindfolds. Each
evening we had awards given out for
achievements during the day. We even
had a campfire on one of the evenings
toasting marshmallows, drinking hot
chocolate and singing songs. We had a
jam packed, action filled weekend
where the pupils exceeded all

expectations.
Lots
of
special
memories were made during what
was a brilliant weekend. Thank you
to all staff who gave up their
weekend to help with the trip and to
the students who attended.

In its inaugural year, Pride
Club has gone from strength
to strength. LGBTQ pupils
and friends meet once a
week for food and games.
Plenty of staff are on hand to
help develop confidence and
op p o rt u n it i es to th is
e x c e p t i o n a l g r ou p o f
students. In May staff and
pupils attended the Co-op
AGM. In July pupils will be
going on a culture trip into
Manchester. There is also the
opportunity for them to
march in the Pride Parade in
August. Any pupil wishing to
join can see Miss Shepherd or
Miss Reedy.

Student
of
the
Year
Awards
In April Luke Charnock was nominated
to attend the Mayors Chamber for
the Student of the Year Awards. Luke
came runner up in the Year 11-16
category. He won a Kindle and a shield
which both him and his mum are super
proud of.

Science Club
This year Miss Kilby, Miss Dent and Miss Rowe have been extremely fortunate to
have a group of hard working and dedicated Year 7 students attending science club.
They all fully embody all the co-op values we strive to achieve in school.
They all:
Showed they care by turning up each week.
Did what matters most by giving every task a good
try.
Were themselves through enjoyment and love of
science
Succeeded together in group tasks.
It has been a great opportunity as teachers for us to
spend some extra time with the students and get to
know them better. We have all had fun and shared many
laughs while completing different experiments
like:
Extracting DNA from strawberries
Making shooting rockets
Solving murders by food tests
Making ice cream
Creating slime
Making volcanoes
Making hot air balloons
We have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the team to lead science club this year
and only hope that the club continues to grow and thrive next year.

Angel Square
Pupils were invited to Angel
square to take part in a new
project by Envision. Next year
pupils will be organising and
running a social project to
narrow a gap in the community.

Eco-council
Part of the school council have
set up an eco council, pupils are
looking at how as a school we
can be more eco friendly. Pupils
have met with several staff such
as Kier and the logistics manager
to ask questions about our
current usage. The team have
created an action plan for next
year suggestions on how we can
be more economical in school.
Well done to all the school
council for all your hard
work this year. We look
forward to what you can
achieve next year.

School Council
Welovemcrcharity—stay strong
Manchester
The school council decided they wanted to
raise money to support others affected by the
Manchester attacks. They made and sold cakes,
raising over £40.

Taylor Shaw –
café
Pupils were invited to taste test
new products that are being
introduced into the café. Pupils
all gave excellent feedback,
behaved sensible and enjoyed
the new food.

Year 6 Transition Day
On Wednesday 4th July our new intake joined us for
transition day. They spent time getting to know each
other and experiencing a range of different subjects
including; Science, Technology, Maths, English and
PE. We look forward to them joining us in September.

Mock Interview Day
On 12th June we held a Mock Interview Day for the
whole of our Year 10 students. It was fantastic to
welcome volunteers from different sectors of the Coop business, the Royal Bank of Scotland, Mantra
Learning and our local colleges. The feedback from
students was this 20 minute interview gave them an
understanding of what is expected. They also feel they
would not be as nervous the next time they go for an
interview and feel much more confident. The feedback
from the volunteers was the students conducted
themselves very well and the students who had no idea
how to answer the questions used the time as a
coaching session for them. This was a really valuable
event and certainly one we will look to replicate in the
future.

Sanitary Products for our students.

As Co-op employees and the
Co-op Academy Trust come
together to support each other,
the employees have been
donating sanitary products.
It has been reported in the
news this year that as child
poverty increases our female
students are missing out on their
education because of a lack of
sanitary products available to
them.
We will do everything we can
to support any student in need of
these products. These products
will be given away free of charge
for students to take home.

AGM 2018
BE YOURSELF ALWAYS
Celebrating Diversity.

Students and staff were invited to showcase our school at the Annual General Meeting at Manchester Central
exhibition centre. We had a fantastic day celebrating and showcasing diversity at Co-op Academy
Failsworth. The feedback from everyone who approached our stand was very positive and everyone
commented on how fantastic our students are. We completely agree!

THE GAMBIAN
SCHOOLS TRUST PROJECT
On the lead up to the big summer clear out staff and students
have been donating unwanted text books, stationery, paper and
art equipment to help support schools in Gambia.
We have always taken pride in supporting different charities
locally, nationally and internationally at school and coming to the
end of term we are delighted to be able to support this worthy
cause.

Year 10 Citizenship
Year 10 have been lucky enough to have a number of visitors to their citizenship lessons this half term. These visitors were
contacted by year 10 students themselves as part of their active citizenship project on reducing anti-social behaviour in the
local area. The metro link were contacted by a number of students in year 10 to ask about what issues are seen on the tram
service. The metro link staff took part in a question and answer session with our pupils that gave a real insight into the
problems experienced by both metro link staff and metro users alike.
The second visitor was Councillor Paul Jacques who gave presentation on the role of the local council in tackling antisocial behaviour. Councillor Jacques also answered questions on what his job as a councillor involves.
Year 10 have also been busy raising money for the Annie Kenney fund. Annie Kenney was a suffragette from Oldham.
The money will be used for a lasting tribute to Annie in Oldham town centre. Congratulations Year 10, by making suffragette
rosettes and holding a cake sale you raised almost £100.

Class of 2018
Art Exhibition
In June we held our annual
GCSE end of year exhibition
which was once again a huge
success. Teachers, parents and
students both past and
present were captivated by
the standard of work that the
Class of 2018 achieved.
Aneesha Patel was voted
the best in show with her
identity project linking
strongly with various artists. Her realistic painting style made Aneesha a deserved
winner.
Huge thanks to Mr Sheppard,
all the arts team, and our very
talented singers – Maddison
Peacock, Shannon Donnelly, Dylan
Murphy, Maddison Fulton, Lucy
MacIntyre, and Ellie Bonworth for
providing hours of music to
entertain the guests.
The Expressive Arts team
would like to thank staff for their
support and for casting their
votes.

Year 8 boys Reach Out Project –
The Winning Team!
On Tuesday 3rd July a group of Year 7, 8 and 9 students attended the Reach Out
Graduation Event at Manchester University.
This event is held to celebrate and award students from schools in Greater
Manchester who have participated in the Reach Out programme this year.
James Watling, Levi Harrison, Declan Ogden, Thomas Hall, Mason Hughes, Mason
Coffey, Thomas Gillespie, Chadley Johnson, Reece Fielding and Lucas Bromley could
not contain themselves when Chole Spencer announced the Project of the Year
winners.
The boys showed great team spirit by cheering, air punching, applauding and
congratulating each other - they could not believe it! A great moment for the boys
and for Co-op Academy Failsworth. They are a credit to themselves and to the
school – well done boys!
The Project of the Year award recognises an outstanding group of young people who
have gone above and beyond all expectations around attendance, attainment and
growth in confidence and character.
Their mentors and Project Leader have been particularly impressed with their growth
in staying power and self-control which have allowed them to make great
improvements in their academic work and fulfil the challenging personal goals they
have set for themselves each week.

TRIP TO
NEW YORK
In May half term, 16 pupils aged 14-16
flew to New York for 4 days. They
stayed in a hotel in Times Square.
They visited several city landmarks
including; The Brooklyn Bridge, Statue
of Liberty, 9/11 memorial, Empire
State Building, Central Park, The
American Natural History Museum,
5th Avenue and Rockefeller Centre.
They enjoyed dinners at Hard Rock,
Bubba Gump and Bucca Di Beppo.
One of the highlights of the trip was
the opportunity to shop at
Woodbury Commons outlets, 34th
street and Century 21. Pupils also
watched
the
bi-annual
event
Manhattenhenge.

The Year 10 Citizenship students
were tasked with running a raffle as
part of the 'show you care' concert
fundraising. They contacted a range
of local businesses to see if they
would be kind enough to donate
something to use as a prize. There
was a fantastic response with many
companies donating fantastic prizes.
The students have also been
responsible for selling the tickets.

Student Council Training
On Friday 6th July Year 9 and 10 students from the student
council participated in a leadership workshop. This helped
them to think about what type of leader they are, how to run
a meeting and solve problems.

HOLIDAY AND TERM TIMES 2018 / 2019 / 2020
Staff Training
Autumn Term begins
Staff Training
Autumn Half Term holiday
Christmas holiday
Staff Training
Spring Half Term holiday
Easter holiday
May Day
Summer Half Term holiday
Summer
Staff Training
Autumn Term begins
Staff Training
Autumn Half Term holiday
Christmas holiday
Staff Training
Spring Half Term holiday
Easter holiday
May Day
Summer Half Term holiday
Summer Last day is

Monday 3 September 2018
Tuesday 4 September 2018
Thursday 25 October & Friday 26 October 2018
Monday 29 October to Friday 2 November 2018
Monday 24 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Friday 1 February 2019
Monday 18 February to Friday 22 February 2019
Monday 8 April to Monday 22 April 2019
Monday 6 May 2019
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 2019
Last day is Friday 19 July 2019
Monday 2 September 2019
Tuesday 3 September 2019
Thursday 24 October & Friday 25 October 2019
Monday 28 October to Friday 1 November 2019
Friday 20 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020
Friday 31 January 2020
Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February 2020
Monday 6 April to Friday 17 April 2020
Monday 4 May 2020
Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May 2020
Friday 17 July 2020

School is closed to pupils on Staff Training Days
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