
Year Group- 8 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

 
 
 
 
English 

Topic 
 
 

Novel Study – bespoke to class English Language Paper 2 
skills 

Poetry  Shakespeare – 
bespoke to class 

Core test preparation  

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Read, understand and respond to a given novel. 
Develop a personal response. 
Use textual reference to support interpretations. 
Analyse the writers’ techniques and intentions. 
Understand the relationships between the novel and the 
context in which they are written. 

Identify and retrieve 
information. 
Analyse writers’ techniques 
and intentions. 
Critically evaluate texts with 
appropriate textual 
reference. 
Compare writers’ viewpoints 
and ideas 
Communicate clearly using 
appropriate non-fiction, 
Viewpoint features. 

Read, understand and 
respond to poetry. 
Develop a personal 
response. 
Use textual reference 
to support 
interpretations. 
Analyse the writers’ 
techniques and 
intentions. 
Understand the 
relationships between 
poems and the context 
in which they are 
written. 

Read, understand and 
respond to a given 
play. 
Develop a personal 
response. 
Use textual reference 
to support 
interpretations. 
Analyse the writers’ 
techniques and 
intentions. 
Understand the 
relationships 
between the play and 
the context in which 
they are written. 

Identify and retrieve 
information. 
Analyse writers’ 
techniques and 
intentions. 
Critically evaluate texts 
with appropriate textual 
reference. 
Compare writers’ 
viewpoints and ideas 
Communicate clearly 
using appropriate non-
fiction, Viewpoint 
features. 

Maths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 
11 

Week 12 

Autumn 
Targeted recap Number – Fractions 2 Number - Percentages Revise & Improve 

Spring 
 

Algebra 2 Geometry – Circles & Area Revise & Improve 

Summer 
 

Ratio, proportion & rates of change Statistics 2 Geometry – 3D shapes Revise & Improve 
 



Maths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Autumn 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

Targeted recap Number – Fractions 2 Number - Percentages  

 

 Four operations 

 Order of operations 

 Negative numbers 

 Fractions 

 Algebra 

Multiply and divide proper and improper 
fractions and mixed numbers both positive 
and negative. 

 Fraction x Integer 

 Fraction x Fraction 

 Fraction ÷ Integer 

 Integer ÷ Fraction 

 Fraction ÷ Fraction 
All of the above proper, improper, mixed, 
positive and negative. 
Find a fraction of an amount. 
Find the whole amount, given a fraction of the 
amount. 
Find a fractional increase and decrease. 

Define percentage as ‘number of parts per hundred’, interpret percentages 
and percentage changes as a fraction or a decimal, interpret these 
multiplicatively, express one quantity as a percentage of another, compare 
two quantities using percentages, and work with percentages greater than 
100% 
This should include: 

 Define percentage as ‘number of parts per hundred’ 

 Interpret diagrams as percentages and vice versa 

 Interpret percentages as a fraction or as a decimal 

 Express one quantity as a percentage of another 

 Compare two quantities using percentages, and work with 
percentages greater than 100% 
E.g Claire got 16 out of 20 on a test, Simon got 21 out of 25 on a 
test. Who got the better score? 

 Interpret percentages as operators, with and without a calculator. 
Solve problems involving percentage change, including: 

 Percentage increase, decrease and original value problems and 
simple interest in financial mathematics. 

Time at the 
beginning or end 
of the term for 
consolidation  
gap filling, 
seasonal 
activities, 
assessments, etc. 

 

Spring 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

Algebra 2 Geometry – Circles and area  

Substitute numerical values into formulae and expressions, including scientific formulae. 

 Include all prior learning specifically fractions, decimals and negatives 
Simplify and manipulate algebraic expressions to maintain equivalence by: 

 multiplying a single term over a bracket 

 taking out common factors 

 Expanding products of two or more binomials. 

 Simplifying expressions involving sums, products and powers, including the laws of 
indices. 

Use algebraic methods to solve linear equations in one variable (including all forms that 
require rearrangement) 

 Include equations with brackets 

 Include fractional equations 
Understand and use the concepts and vocabulary of inequalities. 

 Represent the solution set to an inequality on a number line and vice versa 

 Find the integer solutions of an inequality. 

 Solve linear inequalities in one variable. 

Convert between cm2 and m2 
 
Derive and apply formulae to calculate and solve problems involving 
area of circles, composite shapes and trapeziums. 
 
Calculate and solve problems involving perimeters of 2-D shapes 
(including circles). 
 
Include examples using algebra, fractions, decimals, etc. 

Time at the 
beginning or end 
of the term for 
consolidation  
gap filling, 
seasonal 
activities, 
assessments, etc. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

Ratio, proportion, rates of change Statistics 2 Geometry – 3D shapes  

Change freely between related standard units [for example time, length, area, 
volume/capacity, mass] 
Use ratio notation, including reduction to simplest form. 
Divide a given quantity into two or more parts. 
Given information about one part, find the whole or other part(s). 
Understand that a multiplicative relationship between two quantities can be 
expressed as a ratio or a fraction. 
Use compound units such as speed, unit pricing and density to solve problems. 
Solve problems involving direct and inverse proportion, including graphical and 
algebraic representations. 
Examples may include: 

 Recipe problems 

 Best buy problems 

 Exchange rates 
Draw and interpret pie charts. 

Construct and analyse 
stem and leaf diagrams, 
including back to back. 
 
For non-grouped data 
given in the form of a 
table, find the mean, 
median, mode and 
range. 

Use the properties of faces, surfaces, edges and 
vertices of cubes, cuboids, prisms, cylinders, 
pyramids, cones and spheres to solve problems 
in 3-D. 
Convert between cm3 and m3 
Know and use the fact that 1 litre = 
1000cm3 
Derive and apply formulae to calculate and solve 
problems involving volume and surface area of 
cuboids (including cubes) and other prisms 
(including cylinders). 
 
Construct and interpret plans and elevations of 
3-D shapes. 

Time at the 
beginning or end 
of the term for 
consolidation  
gap filling, 
seasonal 
activities, 
assessments, etc. 

 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

  Sets 1-3 Sets 4-6 Sets 1-3 Sets 4-6 Sets 1-3 Sets 4-6 Sets 1-3 Sets 4-6 Sets 1-3 Sets 4-6 Sets 1-3 Sets 4-6 

Science Topic 
 
 

Food, 
Digestion
, Drugs & 
Chemical 
Reactions 

Chemical 
reaction, the 
Periodic Table, 
Food, & 
Digestion 

Periodic 
Table, 
Photosynth
esis & 
Ecosystems 
& 
Adaptation 
& 
Inheritance
. 

Drugs, 
Adaptation, 
inheritance & 
Photosynthesis 
& Ecosystems 

Reactivity 
Series, 
Materials from 
the Earth & 
Consolidation 
of topics learnt 
since 
September  

Electricity , 
Magnetism & 
Consolidation 
of topics 
learnt since 
September 

Materials 
from the 
Earth, 
Electricity  
& 
Magnetism 

Magnetism, 
Reactivity 
Series 
&Materials 
from the 
Earth 

Earth & 
Environm
ent 

Energy & 
Energy 
Uses 

Energy, 
Energy 
Uses & 
Consolidati
on of topics 
learnt since 
September 

Earth,  
Environment 
& 
Consolidation 
of topics 
learnt since 
September 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Required practical’s, long 
answer questions, recalling 
information mathematical 
skills and defining and using 
key terminology. 

Required practical’s, long 
answer questions, recalling 
information mathematical 
skills and defining and using 
key terminology. 

Required practical’s, long answer 
questions, recalling information 
mathematical skills and defining 
and using key terminology. 

Required practical’s, long 
answer questions, recalling 
information mathematical 
skills and defining and 
using key terminology. 
 

Required practical’s, 
long answer questions, 
recalling information 
mathematical skills and 
defining and using key 
terminology. 

Required practical’s, long 
answer questions, recalling 
information mathematical 
skills and defining and using 
key terminology. 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

History  Topic 
 
 

1. Henry VIII 
2. The English Civil War 

3. The causes of WWI 4. Key events/battles in WWII 5. The Holocaust 6. Immigration to 
Britain 

7. Revision 



Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

-Reasons for and against 
Henry VIII being a tyrant 
-The causes of the English 
Civil War 
-The events of the English 
Civil War 
-The execution of Charles 
I 

-The Alliance System 
-Militarism 
-Imperialism 
-The Assassination of Franz 
Ferdinand 

-The evacuation of Dunkirk 
-The Battle of Britain 
- Pearl Harbour 
-Stalingrad 

- The SA boycott of 
Jewish businesses 
-Kristallnacht 
-The ghettos 
-The Wannsee 
Conference 
-Death and 
concentration camps 

-The Romans 
-The Huguenots 
- Jewish immigration 
-Irish immigration 
 

 

 
Assessment 
 
 

1. Should Henry VIII be 
regarded as a tyrant? 
 
2. Why did the king lose 
his head? 

3. Was one man 
responsible for causing 
WWI? 

4. What was the most 
significant event in WWII? 

5. Which event did the 
most to change the 
lives of Jewish people in 
Germany and Nazi 
occupied Europe 1933-
45? 

6. Was Britain a safe 
haven for all 
immigrants? 

7. End of year exam 

  Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Geography Topic 
 
 

Risky World Exploring the UK Unequal World Sustainable World  

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Plate boundaries  
Earthquakes  
Hurricanes  

Population density  
River processes and landforms 
River flooding 
Coastal processes and landforms  
Coastal management  

Features of HICs and 
LICs 
Migration  

Greenhouse effect  
Causes and effects of climate change  
Renewable and non-renewable energy 
Fracking 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

MFL 
French, 
Spanish 
Mandarin 

Topic Holidays Media Food and health Going out Jobs and future plans Revision and preparation 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Countries 
Holiday activities 
Saying what you can do 
Using present tense 
Using past tense to say 
what you did 

Using technology 
TV/Films/Books 
Music 
Using three tenses to talk 
about free time activities 

Likes and dislikes of food 
Using time frequencies 
Parts of the body and illness 
Using three tenses 

Invitations 
Excuses 
Clothes 
Festivals 
Describing a photo 
 

Jobs 
Personal qualities 
Plans for the future 
Using future tense 

Review of Year 8 vocab 
and revision for end of 
year exams 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Music Topic 
 
 

Jazz and The Blues Jazz and The Blues Club Dance music Club Dance Music. Film Music Film Music 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Learn 12 Bar Blues 
Performance and Slave 
Trade History 

Blues into Jazz History. 
Create Blues arrangement. 
Improvise using 
garageband. 
 
 
 
 

Understand methods of Club 
Dance Music composition. 
Perform No Limit. 

Arrange a dance music 
composition / 
arrangement using 
garageband. 

Learn History of Film 
music. Perform The 
Theme from Rocky 
performance. 

Create Horror music 
composition. Learn about 
key features of film 
composition. 



 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Art Topic 
 
 

Still Life Still Life Exam project Exam project Exam project Exam project 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Proportion, value and 
tone, mark making, 
scaling up. 

Proportion, value and tone, 
mark making, scaling up. 

Analysis of relevant artists 
that link to chosen exam 
theme.  

Observational drawings 
of relevant items that 
link to chosen exam 
theme. 

Idea generation that 
links chosen artists 
with observational 
drawings. 

Final piece under exam 
conditions. 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Drama Topic 
 
 

Prejudice and 
Discrimination 

Prejudice and 
Discrimination 

Genre Genre Scripted performance Scripted performance 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Exploration of the 
American civil rights 
movement using a variety 
of Explorative strategies 

Exploration of the rights of 
the child using a variety of 
Explorative strategies 

Pupils will develop an 
understanding of different 
genres and styles using the  
Grimm’s fairy tales  

Pupils will develop an 
understanding of 
different genres and 
styles  using the 
Grimm’s fairy tales 

Pupils will develop an 
understanding of 
storytelling through 
the conventions of 
Greek theatre 
 

Pupils will develop an 
understanding of 
storytelling through the 
conventions of Greek 
theatre 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

ICT and  
Computing 

Topic 
 
 

Internet safety Text based programming Multimedia Database New technology Carrying out project on 
Flash and End of Term 
Assessment 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

 Use technology safely 
and responsibly   

 Take measures to 
protect my identity and 
privacy when using the 
internet   

 Demonstrate 
understanding of ways 
to report concerns  ICT 
and ethics  

 Define key terms to do 
with privacy and 
security threats 

 Understand the term 
‘artificial intelligence’ 

 recall real life examples 
of artificial intelligence 
technology 

 Create a simple artificial 
intelligence program  

 Create a simple quiz 
using code                       

 Add scoring to my quiz                                         

 Add conditions to my 
quiz 

 

 Create simple images using 
shapes 

 Combine text and graphics 

 Create an image that fits 
exactly to a canvas size 

 Edit an image using more 
than one tool 

 Remove backgrounds from 
images                            
understand the importance 
of image resolution 

 Combine images and 
graphics to create an 
effective impact for the 
appropriate audience 

 Create a product that 
thoroughly meets the 
brief/scenario 

 

 Explain simple terms 
from databases 

 Demonstrate use of a 
record structure and 
validation 

 Store and add 
records into a 
database 

 Create queries and 
run several results 

 Use queries to 
present an output 
such as a form 

 

 Identify current 
technology in own 
homes 

 Understand  how 
future  technology 
will change over 
time 

 Identify how 
technology might 
impact on 
transport in the 
future 

 

 Add text, images 
and frames to a 
presentation using 
Prezi 

 Identify  factors 
which make a 
presentation 
suitable for 

 Identify new terms and 
tools in flash 

 Use the timeline and 
frames to create 
animation 

 Create  a 30 second 
animation       

 Create several layers 
and onion skin to 
create a scene  

 Publish an SWF and 
embed into a 
PowerPoint 

 

 Evaluate my work, 
suggesting 
improvements   

 End of term 
assessment 

 Produce revision 
resources to revise for 



audience and 
purpose 

 

an end of year 
assessment.  

 Use several revision 
techniques in order to 
revise for an end of 
year assessment.  

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Technology Topic 
 
 

Students rotate around three material areas in 
Technology in year 8.  They will spend a term in each of 
the following areas:  

 Textiles  

 Resistant Materials  

 Food  

Students rotate around three material areas in 
Technology in year 8.  They will spend a term in each of 
the following areas:  

 Textiles  

 Resistant Materials  

 Food  

Students rotate around three material areas in 
Technology in year 8.  They will spend a term in 
each of the following areas:  

 Textiles  

 Resistant Materials  

 Food  

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

The students will develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding by completing the following projects:  
Textiles – Day of the Dead Skull 
Resistant Materials – Clock 
Food – Multicultural Food 

The students will develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding by completing the following projects:  
Textiles – Day of the Dead Skull 
Resistant Materials – Clock 
Food – Multicultural Food 

The students will develop their skills, knowledge 
and understanding by completing the following 
projects:  
Textiles – Day of the Dead Skull 
Resistant Materials – Clock 
Food – Multicultural Food 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Citizenship Topic 
 

Is beauty skin deep? How can I safe in a 
relationship? 

How can I stay safe online? What is justice? Why do we 
stereotype? 

What problems do we 
face as global citizens? 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Pupils will gain 
knowledge and 
understanding on all the 
following areas: 
- Body image 
- Media 
- Eating disorders 
- Stress 
- Stress management 

Pupils will gain knowledge 
and understanding on all 
the following areas: 
- Consent 
- First time sex 
- Sexually transmitted 

diseases 
- Sexuality 
- Gender identity 

Pupils will gain knowledge 
and understanding on all the 
following areas: 
- Sexting 
- Grooming 

 

Pupils will gain 
knowledge and 
understanding on all 
the following areas: 
- Criminal 

responsibility 
- Justice 
- Capital 

punishment 

Pupils will gain 
knowledge and 
understanding on all 
the following areas: 
- Stereotyping 
- Gender 
- Race 
- Religion 

Pupils will gain 
knowledge and 
understanding on all the 
following areas: 
- Refugees 
- Immigration 

 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

RE Topic 
 

Religion and Moral Issues. Islam: Beliefs and Practices.  Religion, Peace and Conflict. Humanism: Beliefs and 
Practices. 

Religion and Equality.  Christianity: Beliefs and 
Practices.  

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Examine religious views 
on a variety of moral 
issues.  

Examine how Muslims put 
their beliefs into practice in 
a contemporary society. 

Examine religious views on a 
variety of peace and conflict 
related issues.  

Examine how 
Humanists put their 
beliefs into practice in a 
contemporary society. 

Examine religious 
views on a variety of 
equality related 
issues.  

Examine how Christians 
put their beliefs into 
practice in a 
contemporary society. 

Assessment Religion and Moral Issues. N/A  
 
 
 

Religion, Peace and Conflict. N/A Religion, Peace and 
Conflict. 

End of Year Assessment. 



 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

PE Topic 
 
 

Re-cap of standards and 
expectations. 
Re-assessment of overall 
skills and knowledge. 

Selected winter sporting 
activities varying across 
group settings including 
football, netball, 
badminton, basketball, 
rugby, dodgeball, fitness. 

Selected winter sporting 
activities varying across group 
settings including football, 
netball, badminton, 
basketball, rugby, dodgeball, 
fitness. 

Selected winter 
sporting activities 
varying across group 
settings including 
football, netball, 
badminton, basketball, 
rugby, dodgeball, 
fitness. 

Selected summer 
sporting activities 
varying across group 
settings including 
athletics, tennis, 
cricket, rounders, 
softball. 

Selected summer 
sporting activities varying 
across group settings 
including athletics, tennis, 
cricket, rounders, 
softball. 

Understandin
g, skills and 
knowledge 

Understanding 
components of fitness. 
 
Changing room protocol. 
 
Understanding of PE 
standards and 
expectations. 

Sport specific skills, tactics. 
 
Problem solving activities 
to improve knowledge and 
understanding. 
Focus on outwitting 
opponents. 

Sport specific skills, tactics. 
 
Problem solving activities to 
improve knowledge and 
understanding. 
Focus on outwitting 
opponents. 

Sport specific skills, 
tactics. 
 
Problem solving 
activities to improve 
knowledge and 
understanding. 
Focus on outwitting 
opponents. 

Sport specific skills, 
tactics. 
 
Problem solving 
activities to improve 
knowledge and 
understanding. 
Focus on outwitting 
opponents. 

Sport specific skills, 
tactics. 
 
Problem solving activities 
to improve knowledge 
and understanding. 
Focus on outwitting 
opponents. 

 

 


