Easter
Newsletter 2019

‘Achieving Excellence
Together’

Dear Parent / Carer
As you will see from our Newsletter we have had a
very busy term. This is reflected by the vast number
of opportunities available to students both within the
classroom and by other activities and educational
visits.
I am really pleased to see the number of Co-operative opportunities
our students now access. In addition, I am delighted with the efforts
our students and staff have made in raising funds for the Academy
nominated charity of ‘Just a Drop’. We have raised £3,080.64 so far
this year.
As we break for the holidays, many students and staff will be coming
into the Academy to prepare for the exams starting in May. I would
like to thank the staff who are spending some of their holidays
supporting these young people, and parents for their continued
support. Working together we can ensure success for all our young
people.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy
Easter and an enjoyable break.
Phill Quirk, Headteacher
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The Big Bang Fair –
British Science Week
Students attended the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham for Science week. Inside the venue we
saw a lot of inspiring, ground breaking projects that are happening in the world of
science. It was amazing to see the unity between science and technology and how much
both subjects are entwined.
Many of our students were amazed to see all the possible careers that surrounded
science including virtual reality, healthcare, robotics and even agriculture. They got an
opportunity to look at projects that involved tractors, planes, F1 cars and the new H2
trainline. Some students spent a long time talking to computer programme firms such as
BAE systems. The NHS and the Army showcased many careers that students may not
have heard of. As well as big firms there were university students who were talking about
their own educational journeys.
The trip really inspired our students, igniting their passion and curiosity in science.

Science Fair
Students in Year 7 and 8 will be spending
6 weeks preparing an exciting and
personal science fair project for
homework which will be presented in
class. These projects will be on
something they find interesting whether
that be the science behind selfie addiction
or nuclear physics. The best few projects
from each class will be invited to the
spectacular Co-op Academy Failsworth
Science fair on the 29th April. Parents and
carers will be invited in to explore the
genius science fair projects created, as
well as some special guests. There will be
a winner and runners up for each year
announced and some super scientific
prizes are to be won!

Students from Years 9 and 10 went to Manchester University to
celebrate British Science Week. Students took part in activities across the
University, during the Science Extravaganza. Students were able to
experience campus life and learn about research taking place at Manchester
University as well as attend a lecture and mathematics seminar.

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS – FRIDAY 5 APRIL

The drive to keep student attendance high continues. Return to school interviews have been successful over the
winter months helping to identify and support the needs of students returning to school following an
absence. The academy is very keen to meet and support students and the families of students who, for whatever
reason, have difficulty ensuring regular attendance to school. Exceptional circumstances will be taken into
consideration for students who have had serious illness, operations etc. We are currently looking at ways to
support continued learning during long term absence. The Attendance Focused Family Groups have helped
many students overcome barriers to attending school.
Students are aware that all rewards are attendance based, these include: lunchtime passes to the Theatre (Chill
out space), Access to the Mugga (for football), Early Lunch “Chicken & Chips” on Fridays for 100% attendance for
the previous week along with any other end of term rewards.
Congratulations to the 858 students (59% of the students) who have met the target of 96+% attendance during
this academic year. 266 of these students have achieved 100% and should be commended for their dedication to
learning.
The week before the Easter break students are invited to come and have a free breakfast on arrival to school
from 8.00am until 8.35am and will receive a chocolate treat on the final day. We have been encouraging students
to be aware of their attendance to school and also the value of good attendance/ punctuality now, and for their
future. With your support we hope to continue to improve the whole school attendance percentage.
Attendance and punctuality will continue to be monitored over the remainder of this academic year and regular
attendance updates will be given via Progress Charts, Parents’ Evenings, phonecalls, letters home and parental
meetings.
Please help to support your child’s attendance by trying to make medical appointments outside of school hours,
as this will affect your child’s attendance percentage.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Tracey Merron, Attendance Manager

SKI TRIP 2019
During February half term the ski trip headed off
to the popular resort of Serre Chevalier in France.
Despite the long journey, spirits were high and we
had a week of beautiful blue skies and
sunshine. After some perseverance and hard
work all pupils were able to learn and develop
their ski skills from highly experienced instructors.
Some pupils even managed to ski an Olympic
black run by the end of the week! The evenings
were action packed as the group took part in ice
skating, bum boarding, a fancy dress pizza night
and Reedy's infamous quiz! After many years of
successful European trips we are branching
further afield next year and are heading to
the USA to Killington Resort in Vermont! Places
still available!

REACH OUT
- NANDOS
The Reach Out pupils recently visited
Nandos and got the chance to learn
more about the roles of working in a
fast paced food outlet. They had the
opportunity to fulfil and role play a
variety of tasks within the restaurant
from front of house staff, to making the
food, to waitressing. Pupils got to
sample the menu as a reward at the
end!

Over 100 Year 10 pupils have applied to take part in the Co-op Work
Experience week which will take place in the summer term. Pupils will
be shortlisted for interviews after Easter. Watch this space!

CHESTER ZOO TRIP
The Year 9 Psychology students visited Chester Zoo where they had a workshop
about primate behaviour and looked at the similarities between primates and
humans. They also had some time to explore the zoo. The students
thoroughly enjoyed the visit!

YEAR 10 CITIZENSHIP TRIP

Modern Foreign Languages Department
In February half term, we took a group of GCSE Spanish pupils to Madrid. This is the first time we have been
to Madrid but it was a great success and everyone enjoyed spending time in the capital city and seeing some
of the sights as well as experiencing life as a local on the metro! We visited the Royal Palace, Real Madrid
Football Stadium as well as El Prado museum and El Retiro Park. The pupils also loved the hustle and bustle
of La Plaza Mayor and Puerta del Sol. Next stop is Barcelona in July!

Year 10 have been inundated with lots of opportunities so that they can start to think
about post 16 choices, college applications and their personal skills and qualities. Over
the past half term KPMG and the Transformation
Trust have been into the academy to deliver a
Hackathon innovation project which enabled pupils
to use modern day virtual reality technology to
solve problems and pitch their ideas to a panel of
judges. Two teams were chosen by the panel and
are in with a chance to progress to the next round
of the competition at the KPMG offices in Canary
Wharf. We have got our fingers crossed for them.
The BBC have also been in to discuss job roles within the
BBC as well as to complete some market research and
consumer opinions. Some Business and Enterprise
students were able to be actively involved in market
research which will help them in their course and business
development ideas.
Mrs Beresford recently took 30 Year 10 pupils to
Manchester College to take part in taster lessons in Hair
and Beauty. Pupils got to take part in practical sessions and
got the feel for college life. Pupils really enjoyed the
opportunity to get a real-life and hands on experience of
these courses. There are lots of other college trips coming
up over the summer term!

Language
Leaders
We currently have some
Year 10 pupils who have
signed up to do Language
Leaders. They attend one
night a week and have
prepared a lesson to
deliver to some primary
school pupils. They have
already visited one primary
school and it was a massive
success. The pupils have all
worked really hard and
they certainly did the
school
proud
and
impressed. Well done to
Alyssa Pollitt, Alyssa HirstWhyatt,
Tia
Hewitt,
Charlie
Whitfield
and
Daniel Lloyd.

MANDARIN

Hallmark Trip

After Mrs Fayomi’s successful visit to China in October,
we were excited to invite some pupils from our partner
school to experience life at Co-op Academy Failsworth.
They took part in some lessons and really enjoyed
interacting with our pupils. They were even treated to a
musical performance by some of our talented pupils in a
show arranged my Mr Sheppard. A small group of pupils
will be visiting China next year to go and see their school.
Mandarin is slowly starting to become established in our
acdemy and we have also started visiting some primary
schools to give lessons so it is an exciting time for the
languages department.

In January, nine very talented Year 10 students visited
the Hallmark Design Studio in Bradford. These students
were given an in depth tour of the studios and had the
opportunity to meet and speak to Creative Directors,
Designers, Illustrators and Photographers. This gave
them a real insight to how the creative process works
within the industry.
Students experienced the creative process for
themselves when they were asked to design Christmas
Crackers to be sold in Co-op stores, Christmas 2019.
Students were able to follow a brief, take inspiration
from appropriate sources and work to a deadline. The
staff at Hallmark were very impressed with the
incredible designs that our pupils had produced and will
be sending them the finished product nearer to
Christmas.
Keep an eye out for Co-op Academy Failsworth
Christmas Crackers in your local Co-op store,
Christmas 2019!

Year 11
Students

Year 9 vocational IT pupils have been creating logos for Oldham Rugby Club’s
new under 16 team.
Here are the top 5 winning logos with Bailey Howell creating the winning logo.

Revision material to help Year 11
students to revise over the Easter
break will be on Class Charts.
There will be a range of materials
for each subject. Use these revision
resources alongside your
notebooks, revision guides, GCSE
Pod and your revision timetable to
help you maximise your time.
Revising for short periods of time
regularly will help you retain the
information. Good luck

Digital Her Event – Women in Technology
A selection of Year 8 pupils attended a STEM event set up by women in technology. Pupils experienced careers available in the
technology field, coded, used their digital intelligence to break codes, created their own emoji and launched an online cupcake
business for which they had to budget and find staff.

Career Links
Year 9 vocational IT pupils had the opportunity to meet a graphic designer who works for the Co-op. Pupils viewed his portfolio,
he also explained some of the key logo design concepts pupils have been learning about in lessons and pupils completed a great
question and answer session.

HOLIDAY AND TERM TIMES
Easter holiday
May Day
Summer Half Term holiday
Summer
Staff Training
Autumn Term begins
Staff Training
Autumn Half Term holiday
Christmas holiday
Staff Training
Spring Half Term holiday
Easter holiday
May Day
Summer Half Term holiday
Summer

Monday 8 April to Monday 22 April 2019
Monday 6 May 2019
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 2019
Last day is Friday 19 July 2019
Monday 2 September 2019
Tuesday 3 September 2019
Thursday 24 October & Friday 25 October 2019
Monday 28 October to Friday 1 November 2019
Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020
Friday 31 January 2020
Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February 2020
Monday 6 April to Friday 17 April 2020
Monday 4 May 2020
Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May 2020
Last day is Friday 17 July 2020

School is closed to pupils on Staff Training days

