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News from Co-op Academy Failsworth

We Wish You a
Happy New Year

Dear Parents / Carers
We have reached the end of another very busy and successful term at the
Academy.
Over the last term, our students have continued to excel in a number of areas and
the focus on academic achievement has been ongoing. Once again, there has
been an extensive range of extracurricular events, which highlights the willingness
of students to get involved and staff being prepared to go the extra mile in
organising such a wide range of activities.
Co-op Academy Failsworth continues to flourish because of the commitment of
students, staff and parents/carers and we would like to thank you all for your
support.
This newsletter showcases everything around our Mission Statement of ‘Achieving
Excellence Together’ and is crammed with stories of success, talent and academic
progress.
I would like to wish all of our students and their families a very Happy Christmas
and New Year. We look forward to the challenges and opportunities of 2020 and
to seeing all our students return refreshed and ready for a new school term on
Monday 6 January 2020.
Phill Quirk

Headteacher

A special dedication to Libby Burns
Libby is one of our Year 11 student’s who’s creative work has been chosen for the
front cover of our December 2019 Newsletter.
Here are a few words from her Art teacher, Mrs Lucas.

‘Libby Burns has created this beautiful piece of artwork for her coursework project
based on Natural Forms and birds. She has produced this in response to the artists
Paula Swisher and Iveta Abolina who create realistic birds and highly patterned
artwork. I could not be more proud of Libby who has created this fabulous piece
showing her determination to excel in Art. She is an extremely hard worker and
thoughtful artist. Good Luck in your exam Libby and I look forward to seeing more
of your beautiful work.’
Well done Libby from everyone at Co-op Academy Failsworth!

Another dedication to Alicia Booth
Here is another fantastic piece of art work created
by another one of our Year 11 student’s, Alicia
Booth.
Here are few more words from her Art teacher, Mrs
Lucas.

‘Alicia Booth is an amazing student without a single
negative point on class charts. She is a model
student in both her work ethic and the quality of
work produced and is an absolute pleasure to
teach. She has worked extremely hard on this final
piece which combines two artists work together
under the theme "Natural Forms". Her biro work is
stunning and the intricate details which she has
produced have taken high skill and patience.
This final piece is helping on her way to the grade 8
or 9 which she wants overall. Good luck in your
exam Alicia!’
Amazing work Alicia from everyone at Co-op
Academy Failsworth!

End of term notice
Last day of term will be Friday 20th December 2019
School will close at 12.30pm on the last day, and will reopen to pupils on Monday
6 January 2020

Holidays and Term Dates 2019/2020

2019/2020
Christmas holiday
Staff Training
Spring Half Term holiday
Easter holiday
May Day
Summer Half Term holiday
Summer

Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020
Friday 31st January 2020
Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020
Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 2020
Friday 8th May 2020
Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020
Last day is Friday 17th July 2020

2020/2021
Staff Training
Autumn Term begins
Staff Training
Staff Training
Autumn Half Term holiday
Christmas holiday
Staff Training
Spring Half Term holiday
Easter holiday
May Day
Summer Half Term holiday
Summer

Tuesday 1st September 2020
Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Monday 28th September2020 Trust wide INSET Day (TBC)
Thursday 22nd October & Friday 23rd October 2020
Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020
Monday 21st December 2020 to Monday 4th January 2021
Friday 29th January 2021
Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021
Thursday 1st April to Friday 16th April 2021
Monday 3rd May 2021
Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021
Last day is Friday 23rd July 2021

School is closed to pupils on Staff Training days

“Little Shop of Horrors”
Christmas Performance

Co-op Academy Failsworth was fortunate to
feature another Christmas Show on 11th
December. The show was once again put on by
The Expressive Arts Department. This year the
team choose the Musical “Little Shop of
Horrors,” which tells the Story of Mr Mushnik’s
Florists shop and its giant, man-eating plant!
A brilliant student cast was put together which
included Phoebe Allen, Allyssa Hirst-Whatt,
Nathan Thompson, Brandon Letson and the
Singing Ronettes, including Maddison Peacock,
Kayla Hilton and Valerie Mordi. The show also featured a special chorus made
up of Key Stage 3 students from the School Choir and Year 10 musicians from
the schools rock bands to help make up the most talented Musical Theatre
team we have ever had.
The team in actual fact made two performances, one to a very appreciative
collection of local primary school pupils as a matinee performance and an
evening performance to parents and members of the public.
The Expressive Arts team would like to thank all those who supported the event
this year.

Nick Sheppard—Head of Expressive Arts

“Little Shop of Horrors”
Performance Photos...

Languages Paris Trip
After a long, long coach journey 40
Failsworth pupils spent a fabulous
few days at the PGL chateau near to
Paris. They took part in all sorts of
activities from pancake making,
campfires and discos to scaling the
heights of the Eiffel Tower, visiting
the Arc de Triomphe and strolling
through the Louvre and the
beautiful Tuillerie gardens. They also tried their
hand at ice skating, visited the roller coasters at
Disneyland Paris and enjoyed the coach’s onboard sound system singing at the tops of their
lungs at every opportunity. It was a great trip with
a lovely group of pupils. Viva la France! - Kerrie

Fayomi—Head of Modern Foreign Languages

Year 9 Science Trip—Digital Explorer Event

A group of Year 9 Pupils had the opportunity to attend the TCS Digital Explorers Event. The day
was hosted by a range of industrial professionals such as TCS and Lloyds bank.
Students participated in three activities across the day each focussing on skills needed to be
successful in the technology sector. These skills saw teamwork, communication, and creativity be
expressed as the pupils made their way through each session. Students enjoyed the breadth of
tasks they were given to do which allowed the pupils to experience what their future may hold if
they choose to go down the path of technology in future years - be it design, coding, or robotics.
Thank you to Miss Qureshi for accompanying the students.

Remembrance Day Service

In November we remembered those who gave their lives so bravely for
our freedom. The students pictured did a fantastic job leading our
Remembrance service; reading poems and presenting the wreath

Clarendon Sixth Form High School Challenge

Mr Hague took a number of Year 10 students to compete in the
“University Challenge” style event. Questions were on school subjects
plus politics, current affairs and sports.
Both teams faced strong schools from across the area, picking up wins in
the first round and narrowly being defeated in round 2. Well done to all
the students involved.

Workplace Safari at
First Choice Homes
As part of the careers programme and the Greater Manchester Combined Authorities’ Meet
Your Future initiative, the Year 10 construction students took part in a workplace safari visit to First
Choice Homes Oldham. The day involved learning about the workplace, the various job roles
and responsibilities, touring the site and taking part in some problem solving activities. The
students were given a valuable insight into the world of work, to demonstrate how learning
taking
place in the classroom is directly linked to elements from within the construction
and
housing industry. Thank you to Mr Merrill for accompanying the
students for the day.

Year 8 Teen Tech
Year 8 students had the opportunity to work alongside Dallas
Campbell (and TEEN TECH) to focus on an innovation day during
Science and Technology. With the presenter, the students
worked collaboratively to identify solutions to problems prevalent
in 2019. Students identified a range of both environmental,
technological and social problems. The team based challenges
allowed the students to develop and market their solution to the
whole audience. A great event for all Year 8 students.

Oldham Youth Mayor Working with our Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors

We were delighted to welcome Samah Khalil, the Oldham Youth Mayor, who spoke to
three of our year groups about issues and good news stories around Oldham. Samah’s
message was clear about the importance of community and tolerance. In addition,
Samah spent time with anti-bullying ambassadors and was impressed with their
leadership.

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors Leading the Way
This term our lead anti bullying ambassadors Arren Mitchell Kew, Katie Whiteley, Daniel
Lloyd, Daniel Lee, Vincent Davenport and Elissa Ridgway launched The Diana Award Anti
Bullying Campaign to staff and students in school. Anti-bullying ambassadors are
committed to supporting others, taking a stand to change attitudes and behaviour,
promoting positivity, respect and celebrating individuality.
Part of our campaign included inviting students in all year
groups to apply to become an anti-bullying ambassador and
we are delighted that over 50 students were successful.
The lead ambassadors meet weekly to plan future events and
have worked really hard this term promoting wellbeing,
positivity and change. They have created a student charter
and a student guide to anti bullying and also organised a
whole school event during anti bullying week to celebrate
individuality.
Staff and students took part in the national ‘odd socks’ day on
Tuesday 12 November, organised by the National AntiBullying Alliance for Schools. Everyone got involved either by wearing odd socks or
entering the competition for the most creative sock design and inspirational message
about individuality. These amazing sock designs are now on display in the school’s
reception.
On Wednesday 11 December Year 7 students held an ‘Appreciation Day’ to celebrate
the importance of wellbeing. Staff and students were invited to send kind messages of
appreciation.
For further information about anti-bullying and wellbeing students can speak to their
Head of Year, Mrs Gordon, Miss Clapham or an Anti-bullying Ambassador.

As part of our ‘Anti-Bullying Campaign’ our lead anti-bullying
ambassadors have found a student charter that links with the Co-op
Values. The charter will be displayed in all classrooms in The Academy
after Christmas.
Thank you Daniel Lloyd (Year 10) who was responsible for designing the
poster.

Careers Programme
As part of our careers programme a group of
Year 10 students visited Connell Co-op
College to experience their courses in BTEC
Sport and Exercise Science and Sport
Performance (equivalent to 2 or 3 Alevels). The students first had a talk from an
industry specialist informing them of all the
different careers these qualifications could
take them into, they then went to the City in
the Community classrooms and had a taster session of the courses. The
day ended with a tournament on the blue pitch training ground at
Manchester City. The students were excellent and thoroughly enjoyed
the day.

Going Green
At Co-op Academy Failsworth we are going
‘Green’. We have installed new water coolers for
students to use and have asked from October half
term for students to bring in their own reusable
water bottle to reduce the single use plastic we use
in school.
We have also invited our Year 7 students to form an
Eco group, collecting and recycling plastic
bottles. In the next term we will be planning an
activity to highlight how
many plastic bottles are thrown away every
week in school and discuss how we can
reduce this. If you have any ideas please let
us know.

Love British Food Fortnight

To celebrate ‘Love British Food fortnight’ the Year 8 & 9 students tried to identify
and name different regional British dishes. The winning Family Group who
identified the most British dishes won a breakfast hamper for them to enjoy during
Family Time. To ‘Show We Care’ we asked students to donate an item of food to
the Salvation Army for people and families in need.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Students and staff at Co-op Academy Failsworth ‘Showed they Cared’ by raising
money for Macmillan Cancer Support. They held an extra large coffee morning in
the atrium at break and lunchtime selling cakes and hot chocolate, raising a
whopping £250 for Macmillan. A great achievement! Thank you to everyone
involved.

Attendance Matters
Can we remind parents that, if possible, medical
appointments should be made outside of school hours as
this will impact on your child's attendance percentage. If
your child does have an appointment during school time it
is expected that they will attend school around the
appointment and not take a day or afternoon off.
If your child is poorly and not fit to attend school, please
ring the school pupil absence line and leave a clear
message on the answerphone before 8.30am. This is a 24
hour service.

Students should arrive in school no later than 8.30am each
day to ensure they are at their registration room to get their
morning mark for 8.35am when the second bell rings.
On behalf of the attendance team, I would like to wish
students, parents and carers a wonderful Christmas break
and look forward to welcoming the students back on
Monday 6th January 2020.

Get in touch
www.failsworth.coopacademies.co.uk
0161 688 3900 | info@failsworth.coop

