


We Wish You a 
Happy New Year

Remain 
Safe. 

Be Well.

Dear Parents / Carers

As we close for Christmas can I thank you 
for your incredible support on what has 
been a truly unique term.  We have 
managed to keep the Academy open every 
day to as many of our 1500 students as we 
possibly can during a global pandemic.  I 
really do appreciate the faith and trust you 
placed in us to keep the students learning 
during the term.

We have worked hard to keep students safe 
both mentally and physically and I would 
like to thank the students and staff for their 
strong sense of community during this time.

Wishing all of our students and their families 
a very Happy Christmas and New Year.  We 
look forward to the challenges and 
opportunities of 2021 and to seeing all our 
students return refreshed and ready for a 
new school term on Tuesday 5 January 
2021.

Phill Quirk

Headteacher



End of Term Notice
School will close at 12.30pm on the last day, and 

will reopen to pupils on 
Tuesday 5 January 2021.  

We will still be following all of our current 
Covid strategies.

Holiday & Term Dates 
2020/2021

Christmas Holiday: 
 Monday 21st December 2020 to Monday 4th January 2021

Staff Training: Friday 29th January 2021
Spring Half Term Holiday: 

Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021

Easter Holiday:
   Thursday 1st April to Friday 16th April 2021

   May Day   
Monday 3rd May 2021

Summer Half Term Holiday: 
Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021

Summer Term: 
Last day is Thursday 22nd July 2021

School is closed to pupils on Staff training days



Year 8...
Scholars Programme - Spring 2020

What our Students 
have been up to and 

achieved in 2020...

The Scholars Programme provides 
pupils with an experience of 
university-style learning through seven 
tutorials and two trips to 
highly-selective universities. They are 
supported by a PhD tutor, teaching a 
supra-curricular topic based on their 
current research. 

 

Co-op Academy Failsworth began the programme with a Launch Trip at the 
University of Sheffield. 12 pupils attended the trip and had a tour of the 
campus led by current undergraduates, learned about university life from 
university staff and  took part in the first tutorial with their  PhD tutor. 
Following the launch trip the PhD tutor visited the school on a weekly basis. 
To emulate an authentic university learning environment, tutorial groups are 
capped at a maximum of six pupils and there is a focus on university-style 
pedagogy including independent research, critical thinking and higher-order 
questioning. The in school tutorials culminated in pupils completing a 
challenging university-style assignment on the French Revolution, which was 
marked by PhD tutors at one key stage above their expected level of 
attainment.



Year 7 & 8 Science

‘Einstein of the Week Work’

‘A particular well done Amy Bent for 
going the extra mile with even using 
paint and Tilley Mae – Murphy who 
used household items to design a 
game (ZAP) based on her knowledge 
of electricity.’

‘Lots of brilliant challenge homeworks have 
been coming in from both Year 7 & 8 

students in science for an award -‘Einstein of 
the week’. A big well done to all those 

participating.’
 

Here are a few examples.

By Miss Qureshi, Science Teacher



Year 7 Science Homework

‘Year 7 science 
homework consists of 
revising their knowledge 
organiser and classwork 
each week in preparation 
for 7 retrieval questions, 
as well as completing an 
optional challenge task 
in order to be in the 
running for the Einstein 
of the Week Award. The 
optional challenge task 
this week was to design 
their own magnet, taking 
into consideration its 
material, size and cost, 
as well as providing a 
description of why their 
magnet is important to 
them and why people 
should buy it.

Here is a photo of a 
piece of homework I 
received. The emotional 
response it triggered in 
the science department 
was overwhelming, to 
the point tears were 
shed, so I spoke with the 
technology department 
to see if we could bring 
her design to life and we 
did…’

Cont....

‘Magnets’

By Miss Ryder, Science Teacher



Year 7 
Languages

‘At the start of Year 7, 
students have taster 
sessions in French, 
Spanish and Mandarin. In 
the first few weeks 
students focus on the 
language roots and 
cultural aspects of 
different countries. For 
their homework, pupils 
are encouraged to think 
about where they would 
go if they could go 
anywhere in the world. As 
a department we have 
been absolutely blown 
away with the amount of 
time, effort and creativity 
our Year 7 students have 
put into this piece of 
work!’

By Mrs. Keeping, MFL Teacher



A Huge Thank You for 
everyone’s donations 

for
The Manchester Central 

Foodbank 

‘Well done and thank you 
Failsworth! Manchester Central 
Foodbank were absolutely 
blown away by the volume of 
donations for their Christmas 
collection. We took 5 car loads 
of donations to help people in 
Manchester this Christmas. 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated.’

‘A Special thanks goes to Katie 
Whiteley in year 11 for making 
the presentation that was shown 
in form time. Also thank you to 
Miss E Miller and all the staff 
that helped load up the cars 
and helped to get the items to 
the foodbank.’

Winners!
7H, 8H, 9B, 10G and 11K.
7H collected 105 items! 

Thank you and well done!

The Humanities Dept 
collected the most from 
the staff! They collected 

121 items. 
Thank you!

By Miss E Miller, English Teacher



Cont....
For Everyone’s Great Effort and Amazing 
Dedication - This Special Thank You came 
from The Assistant Project Manager at The 

Manchester Foodbank, Patsy

‘I am emailing today on behalf of Manchester Central 
Foodbank to say a huge thank you and your school for 
their amazing efforts, collecting for our foodbank. The 
staff and pupils managed to donate just over 483KG 
which is absolutely amazing.

I have attached some of the pictures I took on the days 
that some of your members of staff came to drop off 
the donations to show you the sheer scale of their 
collection, we were absolutely blown away.

Your donation of 483KG of food is the equivalent to 
1,172 meals for those in Manchester experiencing food 
poverty. We couldn't keep the foodbank going without 
donations such as these, and it is impossible to convey 
our gratitude.

Please pass on the biggest thank you from our team to 
your staff and pupils, the are truly incredible and I am 
sure you are very proud of your school.’

Best wishes,

Patsy



...Who is Struggling with 
Anxiety...

Celebrating 
Black History 

Month at 
Co-op Academy 

Failsworth

By Miss. Littlehales - Head of Citizenship

‘In order to raise awareness of Black History 
Month a group of Year 10 Citizenship pupils 
volunteered their time to organise a series of 
activities across our Academy. 

These students created display boards, one 
for visitors to our academy to enjoy in 
reception and one for our students in the 
atrium.  These display boards presented 
work from Year 9 and 10 pupils around 
influential Black figures. These students 
designed a powerpoint for family time and 
also a family time quiz.  

Finally, pupils designed a note 
card to be sent to all staff 
highlighting the significance of 
Black History Month and a badge 
designed by Year 9 and 10 
pupils. 

Year 10 Citizenship Action group 
members: Lucas Ward-Webb, 
Millie Robinson, Leah Gibson, 
Lillie Houghton, Kaiden Morris, 
Alexus Sloan, Aliesha Cuthbert, 
Gregory Secker and Holly 
Macintyre.’



Shout Out...
And the 
Winners 

Are...

…’All pupils in Year 9 and 
10 had the opportunity to 
design badges for Black 
History Month during their 
citizenship lessons, the 
winners were selected by 
Mr Phill Quirk and Miss 
Rebecca Shaw.’ 

4th Place – Caitlin Heald

3rd Place – Chloe Haslam

2nd Place – Alisha Cropper

1st Place – Charlotte Murray

A Big Well Done to All Our 
Student Finalists!

By Miss. Littlehales - Head of Citizenship



Anti-Bullying 
Week/ Campaign 
in November 2020

‘Anti bullying week took place 
in November and once again 
students and staff got into the 
spirit of things by taking part in 
odd socks day on Monday 
16th November, celebrating 
individuality and what makes 
us all unique.’

By Mrs. Gordon, Y7 Pastoral Lead

‘Family groups also completed 
tasks, activities and discussions 

around anti bullying and took 
part in the ‘odd socks’ 

competition.  The challenge 
was for each family group to 
design a sock and include an 
inspirational message about 
everyone being unique and 

valued.   We were blown away 
by the standard of art work and 

messages from the students 
and they certainly didn’t make 

the task of choosing the winners 
easy.’

Well done to all who took 
part!

Year 7 winners:    

7B 7E 7N 7V

Year 8 winners:   

8I 8E 8N 8F



‘As part of our ongoing anti bullying 
campaign our academy has been 
recognised once again through the 
Diana Award for our work around 
student wellbeing and have been 
awarded the ‘wellbeing’ badge.’

By Mrs. Gordon, Y7 Pastoral Lead

‘Our lead ambassadors, Arran 
Mitchell Kew, Katie Whiteley, Daniel 
Lloyd and Daniel Lee have worked 
tirelessly in order to achieve this 
recognition for the academy. We 
are incredibly proud and inspired by 
their work and leadership during the 
campaign. As they are now in their 
final year they will be passing on 
this responsibility to students in 
other year groups.   We look 
forward to promoting our younger 
students who will take on this very 
important role.’

We would like to 
thank our lead 
ambassadors and 
wish them well 
during their final 
year in school. 



Poppy Appeal 
2020

Thank you to the following 
students for volunteering their 
time to sell poppies for The 
Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal 2020...

Daniel Lee - Year 11
Sophie McCann - Year 11
Eleanor Riley - Year 11
Millie Robinson - Year 10
Kaiden Morris - Year 10
Bradley Holmes - Year 9
Ellie Stanton - Year 9
MJ Adeagbo - Year 8
Tyler Ibrahimi - Year 8
Neo McKenzie - Year 8
Mia Bond - Year 7
Ejona Sinani - Year 7



Co-op Academy Failsworth
‘Community Fridge’

‘A Community Fridge is run by the community for the community.  
People donate what they can and take what they need.

We are all looking forward to a more positive 2021 at Co-op Academy 
Failsworth, so we are looking to set up a 'Community Fridge'. 

Our 'Community Fridge' will be organised and run by 
our students giving them a wider understanding of the 
community they are a part of and putting our school 
values into action. 

'Giving back' and charitable work alongside resilience 
and appreciation is one of the key elements to 
improve the wellbeing and mental health of young 
people.’

If you would like to know more about the 
'Community Fridge' project.   

Community Fridge | Hubbub Foundation

https://www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge


Stay Safe. Be Well! 

Get in touch

www.failsworth.coopacademies.co.uk

0161 688 3900 | info@failsworth.coop


